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to Virtue. and the Law. of Nature, are no. better than 
meer Pretences : But I will venture to ſay, that (Ale 
thoſe whoſe Intention it is to deceive) verſatur in uni- 
verſalibus, and neither tells you diſtinttẽly what that 
Virtue is, whoſe Charms be commends, nor what thoſe 
Duties are, which the Law 0 Nature requires of us, 
from the Conſideration of the Natures of God and — 
and from the Relation which we Hand in to Him and 
70 one another: Ita rem involvit, ut vix ejus mens 
percipiatur, as one of the Schoolmen ſays upon 4 like 
a wy I ſhould be. glad to know therefore . a little. 
more explicitly of him, what thoſe Duties are which 
(according to his Scheme) we ought, as Creatures, 10 
pay to the Supreme Being; what thoſe which are re- 
quired of us from the Confideration of our own Na- 
ture; and what from that Relation which wwe ſtand. 
in to one another: And more particularly, whether 
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if be may not walk in Stilts, and climb up to Places 
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Neither is there Salvation is any other : f A 


is none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men whereby we muſt be A. 


HE Perſon here { poken of, as the a 
Author of Salvation 25 4s, is Jeſus Chriſt of 
| Nazareth, (as appears from the 10th Verſe 
of this Chapter ; ) and the Words are Part of one of 
the firſt Diſcourſes, that were made upon the Subject 


of the Chriſtian Religion, ſoon after the Re Mo. 


tion and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour. What 
the Occaſion of them was, is ſufficiently plain from 
the foregoing Chapter, and the — Verſes 
of this. They contain in them in Subſtance two 
Things, one of which is ſuppoſed, and the other 
, expreſsly aſſerted: The Thing ſuppoſed is, That 
we (by which I underſtand all Mankind) were by 
fome Means or other involved in ſuch Circum- 


ſtances, as that we ſtood in need of being ſaved 
out of them : And the Thing aſſerted is, That ſuch 


Salvation is no otherwiſe to be had, than only 
through the Merit or Procurement of Jeſus Chriſt, 


there Sing none other Name under Heaven given 


among Men whereby we muſt be ſaved. 

What I deſign at preſent from the Words is, to 
give ſome Account of the Nature of that Salvation, 
for which (as we profeſs in one of our Creeds to be- 
heve) our Bleſſed Saviour came down from Heaven, 
and was incarnate, and ſuffered Death upon the Croſs, 
in our Nature; and to vindicate the Reaſonableneſs 
of ſuch our Belief from the [UG made againſt 
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e Times, Mor of creat 
Mind. Reprobate _ concerning the Faith, turn wve 


Grace of God into Laſc — neſs, and yy ( not 
the . God Bi yel However) our Lord 
and Saviour Feſas C M. and more particularly 
ir N of a late unbelieving Writer, who 

ON. ſham Pretence of aſſerting the Antiquity of . 
the Chriſtian Religion, and proving it as Old as the 
Creation, has made it his real Endeavour with the 
utmoſt Malice to vilify and explode it. In the fur- 


er Proſecution of this Able I ſhall reduce 


r dave to offer under the Three following Heads, 


: . . 1 halt endeavour to Ke the right 


"*otion of that Chriſtian Salvation, which is 
1 Kete allerted to de in Chrit Jeſus only, ant 
ſhew how Mankind came to ſtand in Need of ir. 


n. Secondly, 1 ſhall few, That it is no other- 


25 
_ Wiſe attamable than only through Chriſt Jeſus, 


and in virtue of his attoning and interceeding 
for us, and endeavour to explain the Ræaſona- 

_ Fleneſs of this Doctrine. 
m. Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer the Ob- 
ns Which are uſually made againſt it by our 


: modern Unbelievers, and eſpecially by the fore- 


mentioned Writer; Which will further illuſtrate 

the Juftice of God's Proceedings in this whole 

_ _ » Diſpenſation, and ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of 

our believing and practiſing upon this — 
Article of our Chriſtian Faith. 

—4 Firft, Tam to endeavour to ſettle the right No- 

tion of that Chriſtian Salvation, which is here aſſer- 

ted to be in Chriſt Feſus only. Salvation, or being 


R faved (as every one knows) not . in Scripture, | 


1 but 


| e as Evil 
Poral, and others ſpiritual ; ſome = Te Bo- 
Aies or outward Circumſtances, and others gur Souls 
and their everlaſting State; ſo a 4 s Deliyerance 
from any one of theſe, may be, and oftenis, exprefied - 
bby his being ſaved from it: Thus Men may þe {ayed 
from bodily Diſtempers, as well as from Sin and 
Death; and God is ſaid to have /aved his People 1/- 
rael out of the Land of Egypt, as well as to ſave Men 
from the Wrath to come. And indeed ſome Writers 
of no ſmall Note underſtand St Peter here in the for- 
mer of theſe Senſes, as if he had only laid, Aud ſuab 
.Satvation as this which you have ſeen, in this i im potent 
Man's being thus —— from his -Lamenels, is 
not to be had by any other but by Chriſt Jeſus Only, 
.there being no other Name under Heaven by whigh 
Men can 2 ſaved aſter ſuch a Manner. Whether 
the Apoſtle meant no more than this by the Expreſ- 
ions — Text, as I am far from affirming, ſo: I 
Can hardly think it worth the while to diſpute ».lince 
however his Meaning may be roſtraingdinchin Blogs, 
there are many other Paſſages (and indeed the wybale 
' Tenour of the New Teſtament,) in which Man's Sal- 
vation, vix. his eternal — from Sin and Doatb, 
is peculiarly aſcribed to our Saviour as the Author df 
it, and the Doctrine was never yet denied by-atiy . 
- Chriſtian ; ſo that we need not be ſollicitous about 
. proving it from the Text itſelf ; and it will be ſuffi. 
_cient-for us to explain the Nature of that eternal Sal. 
vation, which. we profeſs to believe he came from 
Heaven to purchaſe for us, and that State of Evil 
which by his Means we are ſaved from. 
In order hereunto give me leave to obſerve to you, 
That Man (the proper Subject of the Salvation here 
B 2 pſpoken 


were 
Ing, and approved of and ordered by the Divine 
Mill, before they had an actual Exiſtence by Crea- 


Reaſon will give him leave to believe this, or any 


wy - 
2 by Gly afterFuch and fuch a Nature; en- 

dowed with ſuch and ſuch Faculties and Powers as 
y conceived in the Divine Underſtand- 


tion: Or, 2dly, That of a ſinful and degenerate Crea- 


ture which by it's own Fault and the ill Uſe of thoſe 
Faculties, hat fallen from the original Perfection of 


Nature which was firſt given to it, and thereby diſ- 


pleaſed and offended that God who was the Author 


of that Nature, as being no longer the ſame Crea- 
ture which he at firſt deſigned and made it. 


If we conſider Man under the former of theſe 


Lights, we cannot but believe (as all the World have 
done before us) that he was innocent, and uncorrupt, 
and 
vas 10 bold in the Rank of Beings, as he came origi- 
nally out of the Hands of his Creator; it being 


perfect in bis Kind, and in that Place which he 


abſolutely unconceiveable that an infinitely holy, and 


| . — perfect Being (ſuch as all the World who 
Hime to believe a God, have always acknowledged 


to be) ſhould produce a Creature altogether re- 


t to, and inconſiſtent with, the Properties and 


Attributes of his own Nature: For this would plain- 


ly be as abſurd and as repugnant to the Nature and 


= Reaſon of Things, as for Light to produce Dark- 
neſs, for the Vine to bring forth the Fruit of the 
Thorn, or the Fig-tree that of the Thiſtle. If this 
were ſo, the Divine Artificer muſt either have wan- 
ted Wiſdom to contrive his Work, or Goodneſi to de- 


ſire it, or Power to execute what he had contrived 
and defired, after a better Manner : But no Man's 


— * 


3 1 
IM $ 1 
Put of it, concerning a Being, who is on all hand 
confeſſẽtꝭ i De of infinite Wiſdom to contrive, of infi- 
nite Goodneſs to deſii and of infinite Power to exe- 
cute, every thing for the Beſt. We muſt lay it A 
down therefore as a Fundamental Truth, which . 
tural Reaſon proceeding from clear Ideas (as this Au- „ 3 
thor expreſſes it) of the Character of the Divine Being, * — 
as well as Holy Scripture, aſſures us of, That Man - 
was originally created with an upright and perfect Na- 
ture. And as every Artiſt who produces a Piece of 
Work, in the Nature of the Thing muſt be ſuppo- 
ſed to defire, that his Work ſhould anſwer all thoſe 
Ends and Purpoſes for which it was fitted and inten- = 
ded: And as all other Creatures, both animate and _ 
inanimate, had Laws given to them proportioned to 4 
their reſpective Natures, by which God willed them 
to act after ſuch a Manner as was fit and proper for 
theim in their reſpective Stations; ſo when he made 
Man after ſuch a particular Nature, gave him an un- 
derſtanding Soul to direct him in the right Way, 
and Freedom of Will to chuſe the Good and refuſe 
the Evil, or (as Moſes expreſſes it) created him after 
his own Image and Likeneſs ; we cannot but think it 


pf = 4 
© 


to have been the Will of God (not arbitrary and ty- 2 
rannical Will, as this Author almoſt every where 7 
ſpeaks, but a Will that always ſteers itſelf by tge 


.. Rules of perfect and unerring Reaſon :) I ſay, we 
cannot but think it to have been the Vill of God, 
and conſequently a Law to Man, that he, as well as 
other Creatures, ſhould act after ſuch a Manner as 
was fitting, proper, and congruous to that Nature 
which God had beſtowed upon him. And the Ob- 
ligation laid upon Man at the Beginning by the Will 
of his Creator to behave himſelf — to the 
Dignity of bis Nature, and to the Fitneſſes, Congrui- 
ties, or Reaſons of Things, is what I underſtand by 
the Law, or (if you pleaſe) the —_ of a 
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; | 14 p 4 
el 11 
obliging Force, not barely from che Pines or A- 
greeableneſs of Things e thay 
may move and fomeWbat encline the Will, yet can 
have no Power to lay an Obligation upon any Man 5) 
but from the Will and Deſign of the great Author af 


= who only has both Power and Right to ob- 


us, and who muſt be ſuppoſed (as was uſt now 
obſerved) to intend and will that Man, as well as 
the reſt of his Creatures, ſhould act in ſuch a man- 
ner as was fit and ſuited to that reaſonable Nature 
which he had given to him. And this Intention and 
Hill of God thoſe Fitneſſes and Agreeableneſſes of 
Things are (I imagine the proper Means of diſco- 
to every unbiaſſed Underſtanding; ſo that 
reſult from the Nature of Things themſelves, 
are at the fame Time declarative of the Will of 
the Creator of them, and ſo are rather Means of 
Ugating to Mank ind the Law of Nature, and 
diſcover to them the Will and Deſign of its Author, 
than conflitutzve Parts of the Law itſelf. It is Gad 
therefore (as this Author truly expreſſes it) whoplain- 
ty ſpeaks to us by the Things . themſelves, * and by the 
-Relation which: Reaſon — there is between them; 
and nothing more is required to the perfect Notion 
of a Law, than the Will of the. rightful Lau- givrr 
ſufficiently ror and made known. to thoſe awho are 
10 be directed by it. 
This Law, as it reſulted immediately from hn- 
man Nature as deſigned and created by Almighty 
God, ſo was obligatory upon Man as ſoon as he was 
created, in his original State of Incorruption and In- 
nocence; (for had he been ſubject to no Law at that 
Time, it is evident that he could not have been guil - 
ty of any Tranſgreſſion) and has continued the fame 
"without Change or Alleration ever ſince, and does now 
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to be entirely the ſame. But ſtill, though in Equi 
there is no Obligation to Impoſſibilities, yet a La 


vr direftive Part of it, (though perhaps not as to the 


| Hill retain its obliging Force, though in the Exerciſe of 


Mess long as human Nature laſts. For though 
(it is true) che State of Things is very unboppily alter 

red ſince the firſt Yſtabliſhment of them when the 
Law was made; yet that A#eratign does not lie on 
the Part of the Law it/eff, or of God the Author of 
it, but of Man who was immediately ſubject to the 
Law, and originally enabled to know and do all that 


vas contained in it. Mankind indeed (as a Right 


Reverend Prelate of our Church well expreſſes it) is 


much the worſe for baving broken the Law of Nature, 


but the Law itſelf is not the worſe for having been bro- 
ken and abuſed by him, but ftill remains in it's prini- 
tive Purity and Simplicity. The Law ſtill requires us, 


as it did at the Beginning, to do all that is bly, and 


juſt, and good, and no Jot or Tittle of it is ſuffered 
to fail under the Religion of Chriſt - Jeſus, as He 
himſelf aſſures us: But Man, under the preſent 
of his Nature (which he has fallen into 
by being left in the Hands of bis own Counſels) is now 


become a Subject uncapable of knowing and doing 
(by his own Strength) a great Part of it. 0 


The Law therefore, or Religion of Nature, I will 
ſuppoſe to be invariably the ſame now as it was in the 
State of Innocence, when Man was juſt created after 
the Image of God; but the Power of knowing and 
doing the Things contained in it, on Man's Part not 


as ſuch may retain its obliging Force, as to the Rule 


Penalty or coeretve Part) though Men by Sickneſs, 
Lunacy, or the like (and much more by their own 
Faults) may, after the Publication of it, become un- 

le of paying a due Obedience to ĩt: And accor- 
dingly this Law of God and Nature (ILimagine) does 


11, 


as Mankind in 


TrouigreBon of the Precepts of it, 


, (rough | to deroy lea Grace of God) it willas 


be applied to thoſe Subjects only, who are? 
a} d ſo far as they are in, a Pollibulity< and 
— what that Law them, A Law may 
oblige as a Rule of Aion, and yet the Subject be 
excuſable and not capable of being obliged with 
e&, through invincible Ignorance or other Defect | 
= ry is on his Part inſuperable. As far therefore 
general, or each individual Perſon in 
„ is in any Poſſibility, natural, or moral of 
wing and — 
and their Nature require of them, by taking Notice 
of thoſe Fitneſſes or Reaſons of Things, which. God has 
interwoven with the very Natures of them; (which 
was the original Publication of it;) or by the Rules 
and Precepts laid down in the Goſpel, which this 
Author affirms to be a Republication of the ſame: So 
far they are till efectually obliged by that Law, and 
may juſtly have the Penalty of it (viz. Death or Se- 
paration the Preſence of God, and that for ever 
and ever) applied to them, if by any Fault or Nags 
lect of 3 they do not behave — | 
Ay may juſtly have the Penalty, viz. Death, — 
#0 them : For though the Religion or Law of Na- 
ture (as was juſt now obſerved from an excellent 
Father of our Church) is not the worſe for 
been abuſed, hut ſtill retains its firſt Purity and Sim- 
Plicity ; yet no body but this Writer would have in- 
ferred from hence, That conſequently it muſt re- 


- tain it's native Efficacy to make Men bappy, even 


though they had abuſed it: As if a Law continuing 
in its Purity and Simplicity could be of Efficacy to 
make thoſe happy, who had made themſelves the 
contrary by being guilty of the Breach of it, and 
conſequently being under its Condemnation, by 
living either in a ſupine Negligence, or an avowed 


Had 


what the Will and LawofGed © 
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Man indeed conrinucl * in 405 hs 
, Nene cod Beaker; eerbul 7 


. 


bave c op as 0d originally deſigned 
and made Need 3. thy would have cons 
tinued to be ap Fee and accep Him 3 it 


being impoſſible to conceive that He Id create 
any 7 Being which He did not approve of or that 
Hie ſhould reject or deſpiſe the very Work of h 
own Hand, ſo long as it + ockfingcd to be the yery 
ſame as He intended it. Man in this Caſe, bad ba 
fulfilled and lived up io ibe Lau of his perfect Natures 
would haye needed no Salnatian; ſince he would 
have had no Evil, either of Sin r Puniſhinenty *© 
which he would have wanted to be /@ved from: But 
by tranſgreſſing the Law, he drew down Evil upon 
himſelf. F A every Law in the Nature of the Thing 
mult acquit and juſtify in the Sight of the Law- 
giver thoſe who — all that 1s required by ĩt 
as every one, on the contraty, muſt find guilty and 
condemn thoſe who tranſgreis its Precept. Had 
Mankind. therefore done the Works of the Laus 
they would have lived and been accepted in the 
ſight of their Creator by thoſe Works; and when 
St Paul tells us, (as he does in many Places) _ 
by the Works of the Law no Fleſp living ſhall: he j 
fied, his Meaning plainly is, That: no Fleſb li 
bave fulfilled the Works of the Law; but all muſt 
acknowledge, when they compare their Works 
with the Ferfection, Holineſs, and : Goodneſs of the 
Law, that in many things they have been Tranſ⸗ 
greſſors of it; for by. ihe 5 (as he expreſſes it) 
is the Knowledgr of Sin; i. e. all Men muſt know 
and acknowledge that they have ſinned: Whercas, 
had Men done what the Law required of them in 
all Points, they would certainly have. lived and been 
ms by eel it; The 12 that doth 55 bye” 
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of fome Satisfaion for paſt Offences, and fome Condi- 


ong blun- 
— God by Nude, and the 
ben d, bad made ſufficient Proviſion 
Kab. pe of Mankind? for this was never 
Houbted, bad Man bebaved as be ſbould bave done: 
But, M beiber, upon Man's having abuſed this ſuffi- | 

A dien Proviſion, and thereby a "4 bis Title to that 
Happineſs, God was p of His Mercy to come. 
to n Terms with him, and (in Conſideration of 


tions to be performed on Man's Part for the Time 
to come) to reſtore him again to that Happmels 
which he had loſt ? 

But, 2dhy, if we conſider Man under the other 
Light mentioned, ee N. Hands 
of his Creator infinitely wiſe, and powerful, and 
. good, but as left in pry ones of bis own Counſels; 
not as a and innocent Creature, but 38 
poliated and fallen (by his own Fault) from his 

native Innocence and Perfection: And, in ſhort, not 
2s'2 „but as a Tranſgreffor of the Lok of 
God at his own Nature; (which this Author 
has wholly left out in his Account) we ſhall find a 
new Scene of Things open to us. He whom God 
— made upright by Nature, in a little time 
made : himſelf r 4 Sinner; and there- 
by, inſtead of being accepted by God and con- 
in his Favour, incurred the Divine Diſ- 
and loſt the Favour of Him with whom 
vo Evil can dwell; and, inſtead of obtaining Life 
by doing the Things of the Law, drew upon him- 
ſelf Death (the Paul, of b the N by 
doing juſt the contrary. From hence there re- 
ulted a new Relation between God and Mau, which 
2 never 
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1 | 
" "ever was in the Time of Mar's. Innocent Wh 
never wand have been had he continued in that In- 
nocence, vix. Tit which is between the offended 
and offending Parties ; 4 101 
Reaſonableneſſes, or Congruities of Things, ar 
from this new Relation, as to the chav 


Party toward the other, with Regard to fory 


obtaining 2 The Law was given to Man | 


in his perfect State, when he needed no Forgiveneſs | 
but the Chriſtian Covenant- was made refuenghs 
upon Occaſion. of his having ſinned and fallen from 
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his perfect State, and therefore wanting to be forgiven. 


But ſtill the Chriſtian Religion, or Method f 


Max's being pardoned by means of an Atonement 
and Interceſſor, was founded as truly upon the then 
preſent Nature and Reaſon of Things, as the Law of 
Nature was u ginal Conſtitution of them; 
and as the latter conſiſted in what was fit and rea- 


ſonable to be done in order to avoid Sin; ſo the 
former conſiſts in what was fit and reaſonable to be 


done both on God's Part and Man's, in order to 
the purging away of Sin after it had been committed. 
It is an injurious way of proceeding in. bis Wri- 


ter therefore, to repreſent Chriſtianity (which he 
almoſt continually does) as an Enemy to Mens 
following the Ljght of Nature and Reaſon : Whereas 
it requires M {on the contrary) to adhere to that 

Light, ſo far as it can poſſibly be a {efficient Guide 
to them, or of any Service to their Happinefs. 
But, ſuppoſing Men, either h Igaorance or 
Perverſeneſs, to have acted contrary to this Guide, 
and thereby made themſelves Sinners ; it is evident 
that the Light of Reaſon can neither pardon their Sins, 
nor aſcertain to them the Conditions upon which 
.God, the offended Party, will be pleaſed to pardon 


them: So that for both theſe they muſt have re- 


courſe to ſomething elſe, viz, to the Grace and 
C 2..- Mercy 
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edge Purdun; and to the more kult 


Diſcovery of His Will by Kerze en OP Terms 
and Conditions upon 4555 be wil 


* grant that Pardon. 
Pag. 340. For though the 


ature, as this Author 
c 6 may dictate to us indeed what i8 properly 
Bande order to our not ſinning; yet it can never 
3 what God will pleaſe to requirę by way 4 
t and Satisfaction before He can * 
25 we have ſinned, © © 
— Religion, peng ep tas diſtin- 
| gniſhed from that'of meer Nature and Reaſon; an 
ee the O Eronomy of Mam f Salvation and For- 
giveneſs) Begins here, and is plainly founded upon 
this Suppoſition, That Man is fallen from the" original 
Purity and Happineſs of bis' Nature by making bimſelf 
4 Sinner ; and has rendered himſelf obnoxious (by 
—_ Tendur of the Law) to that Condemnation and 
Death" which is the Penalty of the Breach of it, 
unleſs ſome Remedy be found out for this Evil. 
This Condition of Man, conſidered as the affen 
Party, is what the Scripture ſeems to mean by th 
Power, the Dominion, the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
Death and the Grave, of Sin and Satan ; the Body 
of Sin and Death, the Curſe of the Law, with ſeve- 
ral other Expreſſions amounting to the ſame thing 
and fignifying that by reaſon of our baving abuſed the 
Law, we muſt (fo far as the Lato is concerned, 
and without the Interpofition of ſome Grace and 
Merey) be liable to that Death which is the Con- 
. — and Curſe of it: And all Men, as 
1 having offended againſt the Law, are repreſented as 
1 involved in this unhappy State, and fallen ſhort of 
that Glory which God originally deſigned them for. 
This is the Condition of Man by fallen Nature, 
and conſidered as under the Law and yet a Breater 
1 - of it, and without a, Saviour, This is the Evil, 
the State of Sin and Condemnation, which he ſtands 
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It, "and reſtored to the Favour and Ac- - q; 
of God again; n as to haye the Rigour of 
the Law mitigated, and fit taken 
away, by the Goodhielviind Grace of God; through 
the Merits and Intetceſſion of Jeſus Gbit, 1M 
Chriſtianity teaches us) is what T'underſtood 4 
Salvation, or ſaved, in the Chriſtian Senſe _—_ 
thoſe Expreſſions, and ſeems to have been in 3 8 
by che Kingdom of God and of Heaven, of Chriſt, an f 

bt as ſtanding in oppoſition to the Dominion 
of 2 and Death, of 2 and Darkneſs, but juſt 
now mentioned. And as Man had 'forfeited his 
Hope of Life and Happineſs through his own 
Diſobedience before the Chriſtian Religion, and 1 is 
reſtored to it again through Chriſt, and in virtue 
of his Atonement” and Interceſſion for us; ſo he 
may juſtly cry out, and ought to anſwer with the 
'Apoltle, Mreiebed Man. that I am ! who ſhall de. Rom. OY 
liver me from 'the' Body of this Death ! T thank Gad *#» 25. 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Tord. 2 And this brings me 
— * pr General.” 5 


— 


| 
| 


II. Secondly, To 3 That this Salvation is no - 
otberwiſe attainable than only through Chriſt Jeſus. 
To endeavour to prove this by fingle Paſſages of 


| 2 Scripture would be to very little or no Pur- 


poſe ; ſince it is plain (which is Lifcient for us who + 
are Chriſtians, and profeſs to be determined by 
thoſe ſacred Writings) that the whole. Courſe and 
Tenour of the New Teſtament is intirely built upon 
the Suppoſition of this Truth, and our Saviour ac- 
cordingly is there every where ff poken of as the Sa- 
criſice and Propitiation for the Sins of the World, as 
the Peace-maker and Reconciler between God and Man, 
as the Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of Man- 
kind, and purges us from the Pollution of them by his 
OWN. 


ö 
ö 
ö 
i 
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ceſſion of our Saviour —— and withal explain in 
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1 upon account of its being any wiſe built 

upon their Authority. Laying aſide therefore at 
preſent that Proof, which is taken from the imme- 
| of the New Teſtament, (which is very 

full and expreſs to our preſent Purpoſe) I ſhall only 
make two or three Obſervations under this Head; 
which will at once tend to. ſhew, That in point of 
unbiaſſed and impartial Reaſon, we ought to believe 
that Mankind are ſaved by the Death and Inter- 


wbal Senſe they are ſo ; that we may the better under- 


Rand and ſee the Re of that Chriſtian 
Doctrine, which theſe Gentlemen obj , and 
diſcover the Errors and We: of their Ob- 


jections. 
1. Firſt chen 1 muſt obſerve, That whatſoever 
rational Grounds there are for rm the Authen- 
Tickneſi, and much more the Divine Inſpiration, of the 
Books of the New Teſtament, there are the ſame for 
| and embracing this Doctrine: For fince it 
is moſt evidently 2 —. in tboſe Writings; if they 
are the authentick and genuine Works of the Men 
whoſe Names they bear, they ought in Reaſon to 
weigh with every impartial Thinker, at leaſt as 
much as the Writings of an equal Number of 2 
fane Authors; and St Paul's or any other A 
Aſſertions may as juſtiy and reaſonably demand w 
Aſſent to them, as thoſe of Lucian or l 


r 


M or Celſus, or any ther of of choſe who were 


de But if thoſe 

ri e e are of Di- 
vine Inf ration, alt it i God Himſelf who in theſe 
1 Den, bath ſpoken to us avieur-and bis A. 
poſtles; then the Truth of this Doctriſe is beyond 
all Contradiction, as ing from theFountain 
of Truth itſelf, and aſſerted by Him who can neither | 
| deceive nor be deceived. Thoſe Perſons therefore, 
who give themſelves the faſnionable Airs of diſbe- 
lieving the Chriſtian Doctrine, and who pronounce at 4 
leaſt y (however they may think) that there is 


nothing of it, ought, before they reject it, to con- 
fider throughly all thoſe Arguments which are pro- 
duced for the Authority of the Books of the New 
Teſtament, and fairly to convince themſelves that 
they are neither inſpired nor authentick : And Far” 
they to do in the way of ſober Reaſoning, 
not (as has uſually been the Practice of ſuch Po ang 55 
by culling out of them particular Facts or Paſſages, 
which profane Wits may eaſily turn into Feſt and 
Neidicule; a Method unworthy of truly rational and 
impartial Thinkers, and fit to be uſed by none but 
little Jeſters and Buffoons. | 
2. Secondly I would obſerve, That whatever Ar- 
ments are brought for the Certainty of our Sa- 
" viour's Reſurrection, are ſo many Reaſons for our be- 
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nothing at 5 it, becauſe in wack they underfland i. 


lieving of this Doctrine; for if He was declared to be "CY 1. + 


the Son of God with Power (as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it) by his Reſurrection from the Dead, there can be 
no room left for any rational Man, to doubt of the 
Truth of whatever he came to teach; and this was 
evidently one Part of it, That he was 2 from Hea- 
ven to lay down His Life for, and thereby to ſave, the 
World, Every Man, therefore, who freely and im- 
Partially conſults his.own _—_— muſt cher give 


up 
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Eye of Reaſon, T 

not full aitifted by a proper Number of Witneſſes, 
or not of fuch as deſerved for their Knowledge and. 
to be relied upon in a Matter of ſuch Im- 
© But if Chriſt's Ręſurrection is not impoſe. 
file in itſelf, and is more fully made appear, both 
il * for the Number and Credibility of its Witneſſes, 
| A an is uſually. required to convince Mens Reaſon 
(nay, tbeſe very Mens Reaſon) in any other Caſe, 
; _ and yet they refuſe to be convineed in this; it is 
evident that there is in them (as St Paul expreſſes it) 
fome Root of Bilterneſs, and their Infidelity is owing; 
(whatever they may pretend) 0 "on other Cauſe a 


ent of rational Proof. 

What is here ſaid c the r of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, is — true of thoſe 
Miracles which were by Himſelf, and by 


| His Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the Golpel: For 

| fince thoſe Miracles were wrought in purſuance and 

= For the Confirmation of the Doctrines which were pub- 

:] lickly preached by them; they can reaſonably; be 
looked upon as nothing elſe, but God's giving his 

Atteſtation to the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, and (as 

i. St Mark ſſes it) His working with them, and 
confirming their Word with Signs following : And there- 
fore before any Man in common Reaſon, can ſet up 

for a Diſbelieyer of this Doctrine, he ought fairly ta 
be able (not ſcornfully to pronounce, as is uſual with 
ſuch Perſons, but) to convince. himſelf by free and 
impartial Reaſoning, either that there never were any 

_ fach Miracles, or (if that is a Fact too notorious to 

be denied) that they were not wrought by the Power 
of God, but were the Effects of Juggling, * 

about by evil Spiri | 
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any relation to Seriptin of Eee 


Hiſtory; T thal beg leave in the” | 
obſervẽ wo them, That the whole Retgion's 1 N | 
gan or Gentile World,” (Whether we mean klgt of the 
Patriarchs or others before” Moſes, ot thut f 
ober Nations aiffintt fromthe "Jews afterwatts)"at 
feaſt of the wier und more rational Parts of it; "whoſe 
W — wake extant among us to this Day, v 
— pon Three fundamental Principle 
Alien all of en allö ect and admitted Was 
ples in the Chriſtian! Religion now, bei freed 
from tie Errors and Miſtikes which they run 


into 
for want of a due Application of them: Ang conſe- 
quently, * Chriſtianity, as to its general Principles, 
lays down nothing but what was always thought can 
pany and agreeable to the bigbeſt "Reaſon of Mankind, 
and was always ctiſed upon as ſuch (as far as we 
can find) from * Begnning of Hiſtory:” Aru 
By Religion here I mean, not - primary Religion 
which God 'originally required of all Markind, a | 
immediately reſulting from their perfect N 
Which conſiſts in worſbipping and ſerving Hp, A 
acknowiedging our conſtant dependance'on* Him, ä 
and, in one word, all the Religion of Nature; but 
8 that which is ſecondary, which conſiſts” in Going 
what is proper and neceſſary, and what God{tips 
Sap of our having broken his primary Ee 
mands) requires ſecondarily to be done as fit 9975 Pro- 
per for the Vindication of His Fuſtice and Holinefs, be- 
bre He can pardon us, and receive us into Hi 
and 3 again; ſuch as Repentance, confeſſing and 
forſaking Sins, and whatever Satisfattion He may 
think fit to inſiſt upon, as a Condition of our being 
forgiven and pardoned for our Tranſgreſſions ; in 
* "0 one 


7 Redemption 
to give: "1 Body of 
o his 


dich Subwiſhons to be 
8 ſuffered, | as 


ly 4 


e 
þ both of theſe; bake 4 che Place as 


If we — « Religion in this rained 7 dts it 
is evident in the firſt. place, that it was always 


acknowledged as a Principle by the Gentile World, 
| That Mankind were degenerated from that Innocence 


and Purity wherein they were firſt created, had 
ſome way or other. polluted: themſelves. with Sin, 
and e incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Deity. 
This appears from thoſe Complaints, which 25 


ee met with in their ancient Melee 


21 


viz. Ns 


of Maus bauing run Na AGAR kinds of Wicked- 
neſs, of the primitive Golden” Ages being turned imo an 
Tron one, and Fraud and, ion baving get YH. 
on of the Earth, ſo that original Ae <a 
3 out of it; and the like. 
As Mankind by ſinning had offended. the Sb 
reme Being, ſo it was the next Principle of the 
eligion of the Antients: (whom I will ſuppoſe 
as good Judges, ef what was-reaſonaÞle, cong#uous, 
and fitting to be done by Creatures in th their Cireum- 
ſtances, - ho bad offended their Creator, as any of us 
now are): I ſay, it was a ſecond Prineny 
which Nature and the Reaſon of Things dictated 
to them, That ſometbing ought to be ag: by way of 
Atonement and Expiation, which-might be a Means 
of appeaſing the offended Deity, and avert from 
them that 2 which they were liable to: 
But what would be a ſufficient Atonement for 
them, they were wholly 8 and could gO 
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no farther than only to offer up the beſt Things Urſin. * 


they had, to try — they — 


prevail, and Relig. Nat. | 


procure for: them Pardon at the Hands: of God; Da Rt 


or not: [ Modum reconciliandi bominem cum Deo ( ſays 

a late Author. of a neighbouring Nation) ali 5 
norat, licet expiatione quadam opus eſe ſatis clare 
cognoſcat.] And this, in all probability, was what 
. firſt gave Occaſion to that Method, which we 
know generally prevailed among them, of en- 
deavouring to avert the Diſp — of the Deity 
by the moſt coftly Sacrifices ; * which they (ſome of 
them) carried to ſuch an Height, as not only = 
give Hecatombes, and (as the Prophet Mic 
preſſes it) thouſands of. Rams, and ten Fan, A of 
Rivers of Oyl, but even to offer up their Firft-horn 
for their Tranſsreſſions, the Fruit of N Bodies 
for the * 7 1 ay | den 


D 2 And 


— 


N 8 3 
Aud becauſe erunpes perſunded in cheir bn 

Reaſon, . Thar an inſinitely holy, and pure, and juſt. 
Being (ſuch as the acknowledged the Deity to 
be). could never 2 — accept of the — 
or Services of ſuch” ſinful, — and polluted Crea- 
turss as they had made themſclves therefore they 
concluded, and ſeem to have laid it down as a 
third Pringiple of their Religion, That: there maſt 
be. ſame Being or Beings to mediate and inter po 1 by 
1 and pre + pay ee 
whoſe Intereſt, - 
them, their Perſons and — — — o- 
therwiſe unworthy) might be accepted by Him. 
But here again they were as much in the Dark as 
before; and not ing any Mediator appointed 
between God and them, they endeavgured to 
chuſe ſuch, as (in their own Imaginations) they 
canceived moſt likely to be of Service to them; 
ſuch as either the Hof of Heaven, the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, (whom they believed to be Intelligences 
- of Athbigh. and exalted Nature) or ſuch Men as 


K | | 13 believed by their Virtues and great Actions 


been Fa avourites of Heaven while they 


übe here upon Earth, and therefore moſt likely 


to have an Intereſt in the Court of it, now that 
they were gone to reſide there. And this, in all 
probability, gave Occaſion to that Number of 
inferior Deities (thoſe. Gad many and Lords many, 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks) which we meet with in the 
Saule World, and introduced the greateſt part of 
that idolatrous Worſhip. which in time they became 
2 netoriouſly guilty of. 
| iy confirms and eſtabliſhes the Truth 
in, general of theſe three Principles, which Man- 
kind before (we muſt ſay) Bad fallen into by. the 
bare Uſe and Guidance of — own natural Reaſon, 
ſince our Adverſaries will not 0 of ſuch a 


— | 
' N 
5 


3 FE ; | 
No Man, 8 


now ſer up his own Reaſon in Oppoſition to Chriſtianity, 


as to theſe three Particulars, without oppoſing” at 


the beſt Part of Mankind in all Ages f the World; 
ſince they have all, as well as Senden, 


ien Ackuow 


Eye of Reaſon, Chriſtianity ſhews in it's true and 


Regard 


Jon who was dini u be de Mediator" between 
God and Man. 


As to the firſt of the three Principles, we are 
expreſsly told in the Chriſtian Revelation, That 


all Mankind, | both Jets and Gentiles, are under Sin; 


not only as by the preſent Weakneſs of their Na- 


ture they fall ſhort' of that perfect Image wherein 
God — them, and by 
cient in point of that Perfection which they naturally 


ought to bave (which has the Nature of Sin in it); 


but likewiſe as they have afually and perſonally 
tranſgreſſed that perfe/Hly holy, and uft, and good 
Law which God gave them at "(beſide the 
expreſs Command 2 Not eating of the forbidden 
Fruit, which Moſes ſpeaks of,) and have thereby 
rendered themſelves liable to that Death (whatever 


it is) which is the Penalty of the Breach of it: So ' 


that if God ſhould- enter into Judgment with them, 
they muſt all be under Condemnation by the Te- 
nour of the Law, and no e be j 
fied in His Sigbt. 

It is not imaginable therefore ie ae 
Reaſon, that any Man can be ſaved by the Merit 


of his own Actions ; ſince every Man by: them has 


copteſſedly done amiſs z and if God ſhould be ex- 


treme 


the ſame time the common Senſe and Reaſon of all 


concurs 
of them ; only what 
they ſaw but darkly and confuſedly by the naked 


Light by the Help of Revelation, both with 


egard to the particular Sacrifice and Expiation that 
was to be made for Sins; and the particular Per- 


uence are defi- - | 


4 
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| 


| 
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a ſinful Tranſgrefor of the — wary 
hardly poſſible for us in Reaſoh"to: —— that 


— — 
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lad, it is certain thut it could not proceed from 


i is preſent — 2 polluted — 
iure, which has ww do with an bel pure Creator; 
to him, with 


reſpect to a perſert and juſt Giver of it; it i 


the former cbuld be admitted 


to have freedom of Acceſs to, the latter, without 
ſome Sati/aftion or. 
| Fuſtice and © Holineſs ; or without ſome one to me- 


firſt made to His 


diate in Behalf of the unworthy and tranſgreſſing 
And accordingly — not only pro- 
ceeds | upon theſe Principles in general, (as the Pa- 
triarchs and wiſer Gentiles of ad did) but applies 

them more particularly; and diſtintly teaches us 
(what the bare Light of Reaſon could never poſ- 
fibly have taught Men) that it is *Feſus Chriſt alone 
who is that only Sacrifice, and Propitiation to at- 
tone for the Sins of the World.; and that it i He 


alone (the only Son of God, united to human Na- 


ture, and ſo ut the ſams time both God and Man) 
who is appointed the Mediator and Interceſſor be- 
twixt God and Man; by whom, from being Ene- 


mies, we are made Children of God; and from 


being diſcarded, and for ever ſeparated from His 
Preſence; -we are nqw and allowed to 


have Acceſs with Confidence tothe Throne of His 


Grace; ſo that He is" the ſole Saviour of us from 
that Guilt and Condemnation which we were un- 
der by the Law; and (as St Paul words it) the Au. 
bor of. eternal;Sabvation' to all them that obey Him. 
Whether or no the Gentile or Heathen World 
(I'mean the better and wiſer Part of them) had 
any Belief of ſuch a Deliverance to be wrought for 
them by 4 Son of Cod, I cannot affirm; if they 


any 
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nal to ſome Revelation made to ſomepi their Fore» 
fathers, and by, them handed down to their For 
ſterity after them. Thus much however it max 
be. worth while to obſerye,, That in Lirgiks Ac- 
count of the Reſtor atian of _ Wore. (WG; uns 


7 faholes,, magnum Jovis in. 
Aid that the Perſon. Wh was the 
e . by the moſt high God, the Inter 
Preter. and Foreteller of the Ming of ä the 
Wer of God's Inſtruments, by which He was t 

avenged of His. Sai the great Conquerors 
and Deliverers of Mankind from Monſters and the 
final Judges of the Dead; the Gentiles. Mercury and 
Apolla, their Vulcan and Bacchus, their Hercules and 


| Perſeus, their Æacus and Minos, are all of them 


repreſented in their poetical Mythology as the S 
of their ſupreme Jove., which makes it ſeem pro- 
bable, that they had at leaſt ſome ob/cure Notion a- 
mongſt them, that 4 Sen of the moſt high Cod wal 
to be ſent. from Heaven, was to rgueal or be the 


| Interpreter of his. Father's Will to Mankind, to 


as this is meer Cone 


be His Avenger againſt his Enemies, and the De, 
lverer of Mankind from the Evils which they la- 
boured under, and finally to be their Judge. But 


ſo I lay no Streſs upon 
it, but leave every a to admit or reject. it 
as he pleaſe. 


'We 3 ao: a0. Ocqalios Arche Be: 
crifices of Bulls and of Goats to take away Sin, which 


could never have any Virtue in them to that Pur- 


poſe; nor of any inferior Beings (Whether Angels 
Man) 96 interceed on our Behalf: Since Chriſk 
His 0w0n Blood has purged away our Sins, and 
AY has cee ip Heaven itſelf there for 


ever 


"7 - 
ment) 2 — Salvation and Forgivens) Fain 
Remiſſion, "blotting out 0 nd 5 like, are aſ- 

cribed to Kepentattee, to confeſſing and for ſaking Sim, 

to Faith and Charity, to Si 'of Obedience, and 
the Uſe of tbe boly Sacraments,” or the like, on Man's 

Part; this is not fo to be underſtood, as if any © 

thoſe Things were able to p ſuch Advanz 

for us in virtue of any "Merit inberent in_them- 
ſetves ; but only that theſe are Conditions, which 

God has thought proper to be required on our 

Part, upon our due Performance of which He will 

be pleaſed to pardon and accept us, in virtue on 
the Merits 2 Tntergeſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour 

that He alone is the meritorious Cauſe of our be- 
ing ſaved from eur Sins, and theſe tbe Terms upon 
which God now admits us to His Grgce and Fa- 
vour again, inſtead of ibat perfet# and unſinning 

Obedience, which was e of us as born Wer 

the Law of Nature. 

Seeing then all Menboth” Jews * Gentites (is 
che Apoſtle ſpeaks) are concluded under Sin, as ha- 
ving tranſgreſſed the perfect and compleat Law of 
their Nature; and conſequently muſt be all of 
them under Sentence of Condemnation, (ſo far as 
the Law is concerned) unleſs God pleaſe to take 
them into his Grace and Favour, and to enter in- 
to Terms of a new Covenant with them: An 
ſeeing it is hardly reconcileable with our comm 


| = qa to believe, that a ju and wiſe Lais giver 
ſhould, 


9 ei) 
1 e ore ado; forgive che Rbüfe Fr 


His Law; or that 23 infinit? boly and pure God 
ſhould admit into His Þ 

ſinful Creatures, without ſome 'Satisfattion made 
to His Juſtice and Holineſs, or ſole way. ſhew- 


ing His juſt Diſpleaſure againſt Sin; or 85 He. 


ſhould come to any new Terms with them, with- 
out ſome one to mediate or interpoſe on their Behalf: 


And ſeeing their own Works and their own Perſons 7 


(as being themſelves ſinful, and conſequently of- 


fenſive to Almighty God) could not poſſibly bringe 


this to paſs for them; nor can any Attonement 
made by the Blood of others, nor any Interpoſition 


of Men or inferior Spirits, be in Reaſon affigned as 


ſufficient for bringing about ſuch a great Event : 
And laſtly, ſeeing the Law of Nature itſelf (which 
Mankind Had abuſed and broken) could not poſ- 


ſibly ſave them, becauſe that had already condemned 


them for the Abuſe of it; it will unavoidably follow 
in point of plain Reaſon, either that Mankind muſt 
be {till unhappily under the Sentence of Condemna- 
tion, as Breakers of the Law; or if (as the Apoſtle 

aks) there is now no Condemnation, (which 1s 
really the Caſe) that muſt wholly be owing to the 
Grace of God through the Redemption that is in Chriſt 


1 Feſus ; and can ariſe from hence only (unleſs Men 


can aſſign ſome other Way, either natural or re- 
vealed) becauſe the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Feſus has ſet them free from the Lis of . Sin and Death ; 
and conſequently it is Chriſt Jeſus alone who by His 
Merits and Interceſſion is the Procurer of this Sal- 
vation for us, and there is none other Name under 
Heaven given among Men by which we muſt be ſaved, 
In a word, and to ſum up what has been ſaid in 
ſhort ; The Chriſtian Religion (taken in its greateſt 


Latitude) lays it down as a fundamental and acknow- 


ledged Truth, That God is a Being of infinite Wiſdom 
al Goodneſs, and Power, which enabled and en- 


celined Him to contrive, deſign, and execute all his 
| Works 


reſence” His polluted and - 
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Works in a perfect Manner; and accordingly, that 
Man, as he came originally out of the Hands of his 
Creator, muſt needs have been perfect in his Kind 
and Order, without Sin and without Miſery, In 
this primitive State of Man's Innocence and Perfec- 
tion, God gave to him a perfect and compleat Law, 
Tequiring him to do whatſoever was fit and proper 
for a Creature of ſuch a Nature to do, both with 
reſpect to his Creator, to his Fellow-Creatures, and 
. himſelf, or the Dignity of his own Nature: And this 
under the Sanction of having Life, and continuing 
for ever in his Favour, if Man obeyed this Law; 
but of Death, and being excluded for ever from His 
Divine Preſence, if he tranſgreſſed the Precepts of 
it. And this is what I underſtand by the Religion 
or Law of Nature, which every Man, as far as he 
is Partaker of human Nature, is ſtill (as to the Law 
itſelf) obliged to obey, and which I will ſuppoſe 
to be as perfect, as compleat, and ſufficient for the End 
intended by it, (viz. the preſerving Man's Innocence 
according to his Nature, and conſequently his Hap- 
pineſs) as any one can deſire: And this was Man's 
firſt State, which his wiſe and good Creator provi- 
ded for him ; and in which, if he had continued, he 
would have been ever happy, without wanting any 
one to ſave him. Man, being a free Agent, ſoon 
made a wrong Uſe of that Liberty and thoſe Facul- 
ties which God had given him, tranſgreſſed againſt 
the Law of his perfect Nature, and thereby in- 
yolved himſelf in Sin, and conſequently in Death or 
Separation from Almighty God, the legal Puniſhment 
of his Sin; and this is Man's fallen or preſent natu- 
ral State, which he ſtands in need of being ſaved 
out of: And in this State he muſt have continued 
for ever, unleſs ſome Remedy-(more than what the 
Law, as ſuch, could provide) had been found out 
for him. But God of His Mercy, as ſoon as Man 
was fallen into theſe unhappy. Circumſtances, was 
Himſelf pleaſed to find out a Way for him to eſcape, * 
to 
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- to enter thts the Terms of a new and gracious Cove- 
nant with him, whereby God engages Himſelf, in 
Conſideration of the Merits and Interceſſion of our 
Bleſſed Saviour; (who came down from Heaven, 
and took uponeHim our Nature, and in that Na- 
ture was made a Sacrifice, for that Purpoſe) and 
upon Condition of certain Duties to be performed on 
Man's Part, (ſuch as Repentance, Faith, Sincerity 5 
Obedience to the Law for the Time to come, the Uſe 
of certain Ordinances which he thought proper to 
appoint as Badges and Seals of this Covenant, and 
the like, as ſet forth to us in Holy Scripture.) I Gs ; 
ſay, God engages His Faithfulneſs and Juſtice upon 5 
theſe Conditions to pardon their Tranſgreſſions, and * 
their Sins and Iniquities to remember no more. And 
this is the third State of Mankind, viz. that of Grace 
and Salvation revealed to us by Jeſus Chriſt, in 
which we now are under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as 
it ſtands in Oppoſition to the State of Sin and Death, 
which all Men were involved in by the Tenour of the 
Law, (as having been Breakers of it) and which all 
muſt continue in as long as they continue in their 
fallen natural State without Chrift Jeſus ; unleſs 
theſe Gentlemen, by the Uſe of their clear Reaſon, 
can diſcover ſome better Way of being ſaved from it, 
(as it will appear they cannot) different from that of | 
"Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, whom God has ſet forth (as Rom. iii. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks) /o be the Propitiation through 25. 
Faith in his Blood for the Remiſſion of Sins; and who | 
has himſelf aſſured us, That He is the Way, and the Joh. xiv. 6. 
Truth, and the Life; or, in other Words, the true | 
Way that leads Men to Life and Happineſs. 

This 1s a brief, but (I hope) clear Account of 
the rational. Principles of that holy Religion, which 
has now for many Ages been profeſſed amongſt us, 
and of the different States which Mankind have 
been in, with relation to their moral or religious 
Condition: And I defy this Author, or any of his 


Diſciples, to ſhew, that there is any thing in it in- 
21 conſiſtent 


C28) 
conſiſtent with the Nature and Reaſon bf Things 
plain Fat and the Experience of all Mankind, or with 
thoſe clear Ideas (to uſe his own Words) which we 
have-or ought ta have of the Divine Being; or that 
any of its Doctrines are unworthy.of that God, 


- whoſe Character in Holy Scripture (our human Tra- 
dation, as he is ſcornfully pleaſed to call it) as well 


as in buman Reaſon, is, to be perfectiy wiſe, infinitely 


Holy, and juſt, and good. And yet this is the Reli- 
gion which this Infidel Writer, and ſome others in 
„Conjunction with him, have been of late, and ſtill 
are endeavouring, with great Induſtry, and greater 


Malice, (I hope it cannot be added, and too much 
Encouragement from ſome People) to pull down and 
deſtroy, without telling us diſtinctly and clearly 
What it is they would ſet up inſtead of it. They 
ſhelter themſelves indeed under the Covert of the 
Law of Nature, without ſeeming to underſtand that 
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the Law of Nature, if they mean by it the Obliga- 


tion of doing what is congruous and fitting for Crea- 
tures of ſuch a Nature to do, both with reſpect to 


* God, to their Fellow-Creatures, and themſelves, (which 


the Chriſtian Revelation expreſſes by living ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World:) If 
they mean the loving the Lord our God with all our 
Hearts and all our Souls, and our Neighbours as 
ourſelves, (which they affect to call by the more 
genteel Name of Univerſal Benevolence, becauſe the 
Scripture. ones of Love or Charity look a little 7oo 
Chriſtian : ) or if they mean by it the doing a- 


"= iv. Joever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, 


wh. 8. 


whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things are 


lovely, whatſoever Things are virtuous, praiſe-worthy, 


and of good Report: I ſay, if they mean any of theſe 
Things by the Law of Nature; I defy them to 
ſhew, that the Obſervation of the Law of Nature 
in all theſe Senſes is not more ftri#tly required of us, 
and upon ſtronger Motives, now under the Chriſtian 


Dif Penſation, which they are endeavouring to de- 
ſtroy, 
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firoy, tharivtutpalibly be upon any of their wild: 
Schemes. 

This muſt ä be- dounriglt Srimace and 
(on the Apoſtle expreſſes it) /peaking Lyes in Hypo-1 Tim. ir. 
criſy, and can only be deſigned to deceive and lead®- 
captive ſome ſilly People, or ſome wicked ones who 
have a. mind to be led (captive by ſuch Pretencen 
The Law of Nature, of Reaſon, of Virtue, and of 
Univerſal Love or Benevolence, is already in full Force 6e | 
as a Rule of Duty in the Chriſtian Religion; and 1 
challenge this Writer or any of his Abettors LG 
they have the Confidence) to fy the contrary. - It is 
im therefore in the Nature of Things that they 
ſhould endeavour to pull down the Chriſtian Relt . .-** 

on, in order to ſet this up, which is already mare | 
4 ſet up by that Religion than it can be by any. 
other; and they themſelves know it is ſo. It is ta 
be feared therefore that by the Law of Nature they 
mean ſortiething elſe (though they do not think it 
proper as yet to ſpeak out) viz. not the Law of our 
Perfect, but of our imperfect and corrupt Nature; not 
of the Mind, but of the Body; not of Righteouſneſs, 
but of Sin; (as St. Paul diſtinguiſhes them) i. e. 
following the irregular Appetites and Inclinations, 
the vicious Luſts and: Deſires of our preſent pollu- 
ted Nature, and (which was evidently meant by 
their Forerunner Epicurus, and thoſe of his Se&) 
every Man's doing whatever. is moſt pleaſing and agree- 
able to himſelf, ſo far as it is not ruinous , and de- 
ſtructive to his Being and the main Pleaſure of it: And 
conſequently they are fo far from ſetting up the Law 
of Nature in a proper Senſe, (which conſiſts in re- 
ſtraining and ſubduing thoſe Appetites) as that they 
really take away all Law whatſoever, and introduce 
inſtead of it an univerſal Liberty, or rather Licen- 
tioufneſs, of every Man's purſuing his own Inclina- 
tions, and doing what ſeems right in his own Eyes: 
And the Diſpute is not (as this Writer falſely re- 


_ preſents it) between — and the Law of 
Nature, 
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Nature, the latter of which is entirely taken into 
and confirmed by the former; but between Virtue 
and Vice, Religion and Trreligion, and the Doctrine 
and Morals of Chriſt and His Apoſtles on the one 
hand, that of Epicurus and his licentious Fol- 
lowers on the other. And whenever this Author 
Will give us an explicit Delineation of his Religion 
of Nature, I dare ſay that Fornication and an un- 
reſtrained Intercourſe of the human Sexes with each 
other, more pecudum vivere; and an indulging the 
Adobe Appetites and Inclinations of the Body, ſo far 
dlãs is conſiſtent with the main Pleaſure and Preſer- 
vation of it; or, (to uſe his own Expreſſions) 4 
Paz. 345. Purſuing that warm Deſire which is implanted in bu- 
man Nature after ſuch a manner, as tends moſt to the 
Happineſs of both the Parties (which doubtleſs the 
Parties under the Influence of that warm Deſire are 
the moſt proper Judges of:) This, I fay, I believe 
will make no ſmall Figure in his Catalogue of Mo- 
ral or Religious Duties, according to his Law of 
Nature. 5 
It may juſtly be ſuſpected therefore (and, I con- 
feſs, I muſt ſuſpect it, till the Principles or Practices 
of theſe free-thinking Gentlemen convince me of the 
contrary) that the Reaſon of their Oppoſition againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion is, not (as they falſely and 
inſidiouſly give out) becauſe they would ſet up the 
more perfect Law of Nature; but juſt the Reverſe, 
viz. becauſe the Law of Nature is in the higheſt de- 
gree eſtabliſhed and indiſpenſably enjoin'd in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, they are for aboliſhing the Law of 
Nature and Chriſtianity together, in order to ſet up. 
an unbounded Licentiouſneſs, and a Liberty of indulging 
their own vicious Inclinations (which is what they 
mean by fell:wing Nature) in the room of it; and 
they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, not becauſe 
they cannot (in point of fair Reaſon) come into it, 
but becauſe they have a mind to get rid of it, as a 
troubleſome Companion that upbraids them with 
their - 
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their Wiekedneſs ; and there is in them (as the A- 
poſtle expreſſes it) an evil Heart of Unbelief : Biblia 
facra traducunt, (ſays h foreign Writer whom I 
Juſt now mentioned) Verbi droim-MAmniſtris illudunt, Urſa. p. 
& fibimet ipſis talem fingunt religionem, qutalem forte u- 87. 
lorum genius reguirit. But it is not my Buſineſs to 
enquire into the Motives (be that to wang... 
their own Conſciences) upon which theſe Gentle= 
men have ſuch a profeſſed diſlike tothe Chriſtian Re- 
| ligion ; but to ſhew that the Arguments or Objec- * 

tions which are produced by them againſt the Doc- | 
trine here mentioned, are but very van and triſling 4 
And this is what I ſhall endeavour to do in the fol © 
lowing Diſcourſe. fs Is, % 
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4 As IV. 12. A | 
| Neither is 's thefe Salvation in any other : - fo 


thy is none other Name under Heaven 1 
ane Men ubereby we * be ſaved... , 


+ = (which was propoſed under 


8 II. 
Tb Head) to the | Cavils 
Lich have been — by our Adver- 


 faries, and particularly the fore mentioned 
i 1 againſt the ine here laid down, diz. 
Of Mantis being — by Feſus Obriſt alone, and 
to ſhew the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of them. 
And here I ſhall wholly paſs by unregarded, (as 
a really not deſerving any rational Man's Notice) all 
the little Bu fooneries, fly Suggeſtions, and malicious 
Inſinuations againſt Chriſtianity and its Profeſſors, 
(more particularly againſt the Prieſts of it;) all the 
violent Outcries againſt Superſtition and Prieſtcraft, 
Creed-making, Bigottry; Perſecution, and the like, 
which we meet with ſo frequently among theſe 
Gentlemen of great Benevolence; and ſhall entirely 
confine likes the proper Subject now before us, 
viz. to anſwer the Arguments, or ſeeming Arguments, 
which have been brought more eſpecially by the 
fore-named Writer: Firſt, Againſt the Belief of 
| any Method at all of Salvation? 8 — wrought for 
| us; and Secondly, Againſt the particular one here 
| aſſerted in the Text, viz. its being procured by no 
| other than the Merit and Mediation of our bleſſed 
Saviour. 
Of each of theſe in their Order. And | 
1. Firſt, It is argued by the fore-mentioned Writer 
(hom I take to be the Retailer of the Sentiments 
and Pleas of the reſt of that Society, who would 
be thought the only Men that think with Freedom 


ans * That the Law, or (if you 
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the ber of Narure, i is of itſelf Aalen nigh 
gut any thing elſe, to procure the Happineſs of all 
Mankind, or eie God muſt baut been wanting in 
making Proviſi ion for that Purpoſe: And, conſequent-' 
ly, that there is no Occaſion. for any, other. Savioum, 
and . to introduce ſuch an one is en 

And he more than once hints (though he 
5 not care to ſpeak out,) that it is this Shack 
properly diſtinguiſhes Religion from downright 
Fuperſtition; that the former relies upon the perte&- 
Law of Nature, as /ufficient of -itſelf to make all 
Men happy; whereas the alter (as if Nature had 
not ſufficiently provided) was always putting Men 
upon contriving other Saviours, and other Me- 
thods for ohtaining the ſame End: So that Cbriſti- 
anity, or the. Belief of being ſaved by Feſus Chriſty 
7 indeed by any other than the Religion or Law-of + 


ature, is all at once rejected, as a Piece of Vamty , a 
and Superſtition: This is the Ground of that com- 
mon Qutcry, which among ſome People it is 
thought genieel and faſhionable to make againſt 


Superſtition; but ſuch a Ground as no Man would 


venture to build, his Salvation upon, nor indeed, 


any thing elſe, but a Fool's Paradiſe. n In order — 
diſcover the great Weakneſs of this Cauil, 

_ only 8 (as was done in the former: Dif- 
' courſe) That as every Law, in the Nature of the 
Thing, muſt abſolve and juſtify in the Sight of the 


_Law-giver, thoſe who have ob/erved and lived up 


to the Precepts of it; ſo every one, on the con- 
trary, that has a Penalty annexed to it, muſt con- 
demn and conſign to. Puniſhment (without the Inter- 
3 of ſome Grace and Mercy, which are 
f for foreign to the Law) thoſe who have tranſ- 
of and broke through its Rules. 

ing therefore the Law of Nature to be 
as ys cient, for procuring the Happineſs of all 
Mankind as theſe Gentlemen would have it; I 


_ +, ſhould, be glad to know of them, whether they 
* wean 


— 


F 


mean the Law of VE UM or the 786 of 
ture \broken + JF -} the former, vir. That the 
aw of Nature, whith God pave Man at the Creation, 
had ĩt been duly obſerved by Man, was ſufficient of its 
{af without any other Addition, to attain the End men- 
How'd they-th ſay no more than What all the World 
allow: Since it ts univerſally acknowledged, That if 
Mun bad continued 10 live without Sin according to the 
La, he would havecontinued to live in the avour 
of God, and conſequently would have been happy, 
and not r — ſo that the I 
in chat Caſe would not only have been ſuſſicient, but 
Fectual to that End 4 and all our Author's Pains to 
ſhew the Excellency and Sufficiency of the Law of Na- 
ture, is onl " downright Miſtake 'of the Point in 
| 99g at all to the e, unleſs it 
| de to make "bis unwary Followers believe, that 
5 Chriſtianity is an Enemy to Mankind's being go- 
| 
| 


verned by the Law of Nature and Reaſon ; here 
as Chriſtianity enforces it. to the hi De 5 
but only ſays, That Mankind have tranſereſſed this per- 
felt Law, and therefore muſt ſtand in need of being 
pardoned for ſuch their Tranſgreſſon ; and that it is 
= Cbriſ alone who has procured: this Pardon from God 
= the Author of the Law. If they mean the latter, viz. 
That the Law ef Nature, though tranſgrefſed by Man- 
tind, yet us 15 fuſficient, without any other Means, 
to procure their Happineſs ; they ſay what no Man 
ever ſaid or thought before them; ſince all the 
World agree, — a Law as ſuch muſt bring under 
Condemnation, and conſequently ſubject to its Pe- 
nalty, thoſe who are guilty of tranſgreſſing the Rules 
of it: Not that in this'Caſe,'any want of Sufficienty 
to make Men happy can be — upon the Law, 
or upon God the Author of it, (as this Writer often 
argues ;) but the End intended by the Law is in ef- 
fect not obtained, through ſome Ny or F alc 
of thoſe who were ſubjeft to it. 
"EG illuſtrate this by a familiar Inſtance or two : 
. 1 
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Suppoſe a Father, upon ing out his Son inte de 


7 


World, to lay 9 * the with and beſt Rutes 


Indiſcretion, breaks through theſe wie Rules, and 


imagmable Sig the Conduct of his Lite; and to make 
him "Hb an Allowance as ſhould. he every. yy faffici 
ent for his handſome Maintenance in his Place 
Station; if the Son afterwards, by his Folly and 


ut-ſpends this full Allowance; he may eaſily bring 
lg (notwithſtanding the wiſe and prudent Care 


of his Father) into Debt and a Priſon : Here no 


one would ſay, but that the Father had done what 


was every way ſufficient and proper to 1 bis . 
Part; and no rational Man would argue (as this 


Author does in ſeveral Places) if the Son by bis 
own Folly has brought himfelf into ill Circumſtan- 
ces, that therefore . muſt have been an undeniable 


Default in the Giver of this Advice and Allowance 40 
bim, (they are our Author's own Words) in appoint- 


ing Means not ſufficient to anſwer their deſigned Ends. 
Again; Suppoſe a Member (or Members) of any 


of our Societies, which were eſtabliſhed for the Pro- 


motion of Religion, Learning, and Virtue in the 


$7 


Pag * 


World, after many Years eating his Founders 


Bread, ſhould appear neither religious, nor learned, 
nor virtuous ;, there muſt have been indeed an unde- 
niable Default ſomewhere or another: But muſt that 


Default therefore (I appeal to this Writer) be laid 
upon the Founders, for appointing Means not fuſfict- 


ent to anſwer their deſigned Ends ? or ought it not 
much rather to be laid upon the unworthy Party, 


who hath made an ill Uſe of the proper Means that 


2vere appointed. The Application of both is too 


obvious to ſtand in need of any thing further's be- 
ing ſaid about it. 


I would obſerve therefore, Rat the Word foffici- 


ent is commonly taken in two different Senſes; 
ſometimes for that which is effeually ſo, and ſome- 


times for that which is only ſo in the Nature of Things, 


but W — hin- 


der'd: 


"T3 ). | 
SIR And NOS - when it is argued as it 
often is by theſe Gentlemen) that if the Law of Na- 
ture is not 12 of #felf to procure Man's Hap- 
Pineſs, it will follow that God has not ſufficiently pro- 
vided by Nature for the Happineſs of all his Crea- 
tures; the Anſwer is very eaſy,” viz. That the Law 

" of Nature was of itſelf ſufficient ; anti God did ſuffi- 
diently provide on His Part for the Happineſs of them 
all; 0 that no Defect ean juſtly be charged upon 
His Side: But His ſufficient Proviſion. may be ren- 
der'd (though we cannot ſay properly inſufficient, 
yet) inefe@?ually fufficient by a F 21 t juſtly charge 
able on the Side of ſome of them. And this is 
really the preſent Caſe; God gave Man a Law at 
his firſt Creation duly fitted and ſuited to bis reaſon- 
alle Nature, and every way e (had it been 


followed as it ought to have been) to make him 


effefiually happy: But Man has abuſed and tranſ- 
_ greſſed this Law, and thereby rendered it only inef- 
 feftually ſufficient for the intended Purpoſe ; and 
ſomething further muſt now be neceſſary in order 
to the effeftuall producing the ſame End, or elſe 
Mankind (by their own Fault indeed, and not the 
Law's) will be left fallen ſhort of their State of 
Happineſs. I would deſire the forementioned Wri- 
ter therefore to give me a fair Anſwer to the follow- 
'ing ſhort Queſtion, viz. Whether the Bulk of Mankind 
(as he is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf) Fews and Hea- 
"thens, Chriſtians and Mabometans, have ſinned and 
do fin againſt the original, unvariably perfect Law 
of Nature, or not? If he anſwers Not, (as I think 
be ought to db, according to his Principles, and I 
dare ſay would 4, if he thought i it proper to ſpeak 
out) this is not — contrary to the expreſs Decla- - 
-rations of Holy Scfipture (which he has no Regard 

for) but to the Experience, the Sentiments, and the 


Complaints of all Men (as far as we know) in all 


Ages of the World, who have always talked (as 


was obſerved in my late Diſcourſe) of Mankind's 
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N 
having run 1 beadlong i into all manner of Wickednefs; : 
of the primitive Golden Am being turned 22 | 1B 
— and the like; and among b it was al- 
eſtion, How ſo much Evil ſhould get into © 
the World, conſidering the Goodneſs" and Perfec- 
tion of God ? Bur it never was any Queſtion, Vbe- 
tber it was in the World, or no? If he anſwer, That 
Mankind have been puilty of Sin; it will follow, that 
then they muſt be under Condemnation by virtue of 
the Law as ſuch, and the greater Condemnation the 
more compleat and ſufficient the Law was for their 
Happineſs 3 and conſequently muſt neceſſarily be in 
want of ſomething elſe over and above the Law of 
Nature (viz. of Grace and Mercy) to ſave them from 
that Condemnation :' And the Method of doing this is 
what the Chriſtian Religion informs us of; this is 
that Life and Immortality which through our Saviour 
"Jeſus Chriſt is brought to light to us by the Goſpel, 
and what the forementioned Writer is pleaſed to | 
brand with the Name of a Load of Superſtition, and Pag. 8. * 
an inſupportable Burden ' which Superſtition has laid Pag. 366. 
Men under, without one Tittle of Argument to prove. 


that it is ſo. 
2. But this Writer further argues, Secondly; | 
That ſeeing the Law, or Religion, of Nature (as 29 


coming from God Himſelf) muſt needs be com- 
"pleat and perfect, it is impoſſible that any thing 
further ſhould be added to it: And therefore tbe 
Chriſtian Religion can be no other than that of Na- 
ture, or rather (which is his Meaning in other 
Words) there can 'be no C briſtian Religion at all, but 
only Natural; ſince that which is already perfect is 
not capable of any Addition. This, I believe, is 
the Author's favourite Argument, ſince he is very 
frequent in the Repetition of it, in order to its 
making the more deep Impreſſion upon the Minds 
of his ſimple and unwary — The Anſwer 


to it is very eaſy and obvious, viz. That ſuppoſe ing 
"the Perfection of the Religion or Law of Nature, it 
es "wn follow that nothing could afterwards be added 

| to 


W 4M 


| — 

| Perfettion : But that after the perfeft Law. of Nature 
had done its Duty, all that à Law could do; and 
Mankind, by ſinning againſt ſuch a perfect Law, had 
made themſelves exceeding ſinful, incurred its Penal - 
ty, and were thereby deprived of the Acceptance 
of God and their own Happineſs; that after this (I 
lay) no additional Method could be found out. by 
God Himſelf, in order to fave them from this Con- 
demnation, (viz. a Methbed of Grace and Favour, 
entirely foreign to, and diſtinct from the Law) with- 

| out accuſing the Law -of ſome Defect or Imper- 
fection on its Part; this is altogether azreaſonably 
and abſurdly imagined; ſince in this Caſe the Deſect 
will liewholly on the Part of thoſe, who have braten 
the Law, and not upon the Law itſelf, which has 
"been broken by them : For is any Law, as-a Rule of 

Conduct and Bebavicur, to be eſteemed the leſs per- 

feſt, becauſe ſome People will fooliſhly or per- 

verlely diſobey its Precepts, and thereby involve 


themſelves in the Inconveniences that muſt follo - 


upon ſuch their Diſobedience? Or, is it any Re- 
flection upon the Compleatneſ of the Law itſelf, or 
the 7 — of its Maker, or any Addition to it for 
a Supply of its Defects, if ſome ather Ways and 
Means are afterwards reſolved upon, in order to fave 
from ſuch Inconveniences thoſe that have incurred 
them? Were the Father's Advice and Allowance 
to his Son (that I may continue in the Illuſtration 
before mentioned) ever the leſs perfect and compleat 
in themſelves, becauſe the Son took no Care to be- 
have himſelf according to them, and has thereby 
brought himſelf into Debt and a Priſon? Or, if 
the Father afterwards, out of Love and Compaſſi- 
on to him, ſhall deliver him from theſe Circumſtances 
upon certain Conditions which he thinks fit to pre- 
ſcribe to him, is this properly any Addition to his 
former wiſe Methods which he had taken with his 


04 | Son, 
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Singin onde: n 
entirely new a Method of Love and Fa- 
vour which he is willing to uſe toward his Son, 
_ without any Impeachment of the Goodneſs and 
Perfeftton of hat he had formerly done for him, 
— which „ ne e Wr | 
ﬀectual? ? 


To iluſtrate-this-d Matter full 3 little farther, let 
us conſider 1 y how it is amongſt ourſelves} 
Let us fu the Zi: of our own Nalion to be as 


— emer it is poſſible for any thing of 
that kind to be; and a Number of Perſons. not- 
to havr tranſgreſſed it, and by ſuch 
to be brought under Sentence f 
| Perſon of Authority 


with 
their Tranf; 
Condemnation: Here if any 
and Intereſt ſhould: — in their Behalf, and 


the King ſhould grant, and actually ſign their Par- 
don, upon certain Conditions which he thinks pro- 
per to inſiſt upon; as that of tranſporting them · 
ſelves (for Inſtance) into ſome of the. Plantations, 
or the like: Would any one (nay, would this Au- 
thor himſelf) ſay, 285 this was a Clauſe ſuper- 
added to correct the Eton of the Law? Or, 
would he not rather ſay, That this was an Act of 
Grace and Mercy, not added to ibe Law as if it 
"wanted ſomething to perfect it, but only coming 
er abe Law tochring about an Event, whiohithe 
aw itſelf, in the Nature of the Thing; (if People 
would-be ſo foolith as to be guilty of the Breach of 
it, and incurr its Penalty) could not poſſibly bring 
about? For the perfect — compleat Law is ſup- 
to have condemned theſe Criminals, and there- 
dre as ſuch could not av, them from Juch Con- 
ulenination; but that muſt be effected (if ever it is 
effected) by ſome other Means, viz. thoſe of Grace 
and Favour. To apply this to our preſent Pur- 
Poſe: I will ſuppoſe tie Law, or Religion, of Na- 
tute to have been ab/alutely perfef? and compleat as a 


—— Action: I will ſuppoſe tao, (till this 1 2 
3 or 
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thor is plealed tu deny it) chat Mankind | 
and each Man in — —— do 3 
againſt the Precepts of this Law; and con- 
| —— (if RR have but the Law 
—— and 

lable e — the Act of God and 
ee 2 their Nature, which were the End 
If God then afterwards; dy an A of 

thx and 


Mercy, and in Conſideration of the 
Merits and Interceſſion of 


Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be 
to ſu vor remit this Penalty, and to 
fave. them from 


this \ Condemnation to which they | 
were ſubject by the Law; is it common Senſe and 

Reaſon for any Man hence to argue, That: if this 
vere ſo, the Law muſt needs have bern imperſett? Or; 
that God by His Law had not. ſufficiently provided 
for the Happineſs of all His Creatures ? Certainly 
no; but the Concluſion that we ought to make is, 
(give me Leave to what F have already often 
mentioned) That though the Law was holy, and juſt, 
and good, yet Man, by the wrong Uſe which he 
made of his Liberty, had tranſgreſſed this perfetit 
Law; and the Law as ſuch, in the Nature and Ren- 

Jon of Things, could do no other than condemn him; 
and therefore ſomething further (viz. Grace. and 
Mercy, which are Things different from. the Law, 
and which the Law as ſuch, though never ſo per- 
fect, could not poſſibly procure) muſt: be abſolutely 


neceſſary in order to ſave him, or elſe he maſt or FEE 


ever lie underthis Condemnation. . + 


3. But, Thirdly, this Author — by ano- 


cher Argument to ſhew, that the Chriſtian Religion 


(which, by way of Contempt, he is pleaſed often to 
join with Mabometan and Pagan, and to call them 
all alike ſcornfully by the Name of traditional Reli- 
gion) cannot poll add any thing, and conſequent- 
ly not Terms of Forgiveneſs and Pardon, to the Re- 
ligion or Law of Nature, viz. Becauſe they bave both 


of them the ſame End, and * muſt both of 
them 


n 


them preſe 
of it. And therefore nothing by the one can be ſu- 
peradded to the other, ſince they are the ſame both 


as to the End and the Means for attaining that End. 


ring the Religion of Nature, and that of Chriſt Jo- 
ſus, have both the ſame ultimate End, (viz. the Glory 


* and Happineſs of Mankind) I readily acknow- 
e; but that they have both the fame immediate 


or ſubordinate End, I can by no means allow; that of 
the former being evidently to preſerve Mankind (by 


giving them. a perfect Rule of Duty) in their natural 
tate of Innocence and Happineſs, wherein they were 
created and that of the latter, to deliver them from 
u preternatural State of Sin and Miſery, into which 
they had brought themſelves by trangreſſing the 
Rule of Nature; that of the former, to preſerve 
Health from being leſt; and that of the latter, to re- 
ſtore it again after it had been loft : And therefore to 
affirm, that the latter cannot poſſibly add any thing to 
the former, is juſt as reaſonable as to ſay, that when 
a Phyſician has given a perfectly good Sett of Rules to 
any Friend of his for the Preſervation of his Health, 
which is exactly ſuited to his Temper and Conſtitu- 
tion; if that Friend afterwards (through a Neglect 
of thoſe Rules) ſhould fall into a dangerous IIIneſs, 

.he muſt not by any Means preſcribe any thing elſe 


for the Recovery of his Health, without diſcovering 


the Imperfection of his former Rules given for the 
Preſervation of it; ſince the End of both Preſcrip- 


tions being the ſame, Health, the Means of — 


It muſt be the fame in both, and nothing new coul 
be added by the latter to the former, if it were per- 


fect in its kind; ſince that which is perſet can admit 


* of no Addition and canſequently, in his Friend's 
Illneſs, he can preſcribe nothing new for the Remo- 


val of it, but only make a Republication of the ſame 


excellent Rules, whick he had before laid down to 
reſerve him from ſuch a State of IIlneſs. 


If therefore by the Law of Nature's being abſo- 


lutely perfet this Author means, that it tenated ne 
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-ribe-the ſame Means for the Atmintnebe | 
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Part or Degree of Excellence, that could poſſibly be 
required in a Law or Rule of Duty, which was ex- 
actly fitted to the then Conſtitution of Man's Na- 
ture, and deſigned and given for the Preſervation of 
his Innocence, in order to his final Happineſs; I 
readily come into it: But if he means, that it was /o 
abſolutely perfect, as that, when it was broke, there 
could be no new Covenant, nor any new Conditions of 
pardoning and forgiving the Breach of it afterwards, in 
order to reſtore Man to his loſt Happineſs; this I 
abſolutely deny. Perhaps this Author will ſay (as he 
ſeems to do in ſeveral Places) that whatever tends 
any way to the Happineſs of Mankind, (and conſe- 
quently this new Covenant of Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs, it ever there was ſuch a thing) is comprehended 
within his Notion of the Law of Nature, as a Super- 
ſtructure belonging to it. Not to diſpute at preſent 
about the Largeneſs of his Notion of the Law of 
Nature, in making it extend to a State which is 
wholly preternatural, viz. that of Sin and Guilt ; 1 
ſhall only obſerve, That it is odd enough to hear a 
Man, who had juſt been arguing for the Perfeion - 
and abſolute Perfection of the Law of Nature, which 
was given to Man at his firſt Creation, before he had 
. finned, and which was then unchangeably perfect; now 
talking, as he does, of a Superſtructure belonging to 
it after Sin had been committed. This perte&t Law 
therefore (it ſeems) of Nature, though «ncapable of 
having any Addition or Alteration, yet may admit 
of a Superſtructure. When this Writer explains what 
he means by a Superſtructure, which makes neither 
Alteration nor Addition to the Building which it is a Su- 
_ perſtructure to, and which was before perfect, I will 
| | promiſe him to conſider a little farther of this E- 
vaſion; but till then, I freely own it is ſomewhat 
above my Comprehenſion. But a Man that can 
make Senſe of Chriſtian Deiſts, (i. e. Chriſtians who 
refuſe to acknowledge Chriſt) as this Author often 
talks, may (I confeſs) make Senfe of any thing; and . 
by Dint of ſuch clear Ideas as he is Maſter of, 
may 
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may as truly call himſelf a Proteſtant Papift an: 
talk juſt as intelligibly of black Snow, and a 4 
that has neither Warmth nor Brightneſs, and of Su- 
perſtructures to Pe. Buildings that neither aller nor 
add to them. | 
4. But this Author further argues againſt” the 
Chriſtian Religion, Fourthly, That, ſuppoſing tb 
Law itſelf, though never ſo perfect, could not par- 
- don and juſtify thoſe who for their Sins were ſub- 
ject to its Condemnation; yet ſtill there was no 
Occaſion for any Propitiation or Interceſſion (as 
the Chriſtian Revelation teaches) ſince God is en- 
clined, nay, and under an Obligation, as a tender 
Father of all His Children, of His own free Good- Pag. 29. 
neſs (without inſiſting upon any thing of that Na- 
ture) to pardon all their Sins, and paſs by their 
Tranſgreſſions; and He certainly will do ſo. That 
theſe Men ſhould pretend, by the bare Light of 
Reaſon, to know all that is required by the Law 
of Nature and Reaſon, or (in the Author's Words) 
That every intelligent Creature ſhould have ſufficient - 
Underſtanding to diſcover thoſe Duties which Mens Re- 
- lation to God and one another requires of them, appears 
ſomething plauſible ; but that they ſhould preſume 
by the Light of human Reaſon to direct God Him- 
ſelf, and to determine what He vill do or is obliged 
. to do, in the Exerciſe of His vindictive Juſtice, * 
or the Manifeſtation of His Mercy, when they 
have tranſgreſſed that Lam, is really Inſolence into- 
lerable. The learned Pufendorf, (as good an Au- 
_ thor as Mr. Nye, or any other whom this Author 
has produced) expreſly tells us, That how God will 
do in the Execution of His vindictive Juſtice, ſupra 
noſtrum et captum; but theſe Men imagine that 
nothing is too high for their Capacities, and ſet up 
human Reaſon not only to be a Judge of what is 
fit and proper for Man to do, but to decide upon 
the Proceedings of God Himſelf, and are as con- 
fident of what He will do or not do in the Diſtri- 
» bution of His Juſtice TY as if they _ 
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fully acquainted with the Mind of the Lord, and 
2 admitted into the Number of his Privy Coun - 
But to return an Anſwer to this Argument in 
Form: That God 1s a Being infinitely gracious and 
merciful, long-ſuffering, and of great Goodneſs, that 
pardoneth Sins, and paſſes by Tranſgreffions, is readily ' 
acknowledged both from Scripture - Revelation, 
and thoſe common Notions which all the World 
conceive of the Divine Nature; and accordingly 
Chriſtianity is nothing elſe but the Method of God*s 
paraching and forgiving Sins by Feſus Chriſt : But it 
is difficult to imagine that an infinitely wiſe Cover- 
nor (ſuch as God is acknowledged on all Hands 
to be) ſhould eſtabliſh a Law at one Time by his 
own Authority, (as this Author allows Him to 
have done) the Penalty of the Breach of which 
was Death and Excluſion from His Favour and 
Acceptance; and yet as ſoon as it was broken 
ſhould remit that Penalty, and without any Con- 
fideration (but only moved by his mere Goodneſs 
and Compaſſion) ſhould admit the Breakers of it 
into His Favour again: And I cannot well ſee 
how ſuch a Conduct as this is, can be fairly re- 
conciled with that Irvartiableneſs and Immutability of 
the Divine Nature and Law, which upon other Oc- 
ſions this Author lays ſuch a mighty Streſs upon. 
But there are other Attributes belonging to the Di- 
vine Nature beſide the ſingle one of Mercy; and 
tho? bis ſhould be allowed (as ſome are pleaſed to ex- 
Preſs it) to be the favourite one; yet it cannot be ima- 
gined, in point of mere Reaſon, that God ſhould be 
ſo influenced in partial Favour of any one of his At- 
tributes, as to deny Himſelf; and do Violence to 
ſeveral others, which are plainly as eſſential to 
His Divine Nature as hat, Mercy rejoyced 
_ againſt Judgment in God's Willingneſs to forgive 
Mens Sins, yet ſurely we cannot conceive that He 
ſhould do it wholly without Judgment. And if we 
conſider Him either as an unchangeably wiſe — 
TED | | Jh 
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Kis own Behalf; ſo it is reaſonable to believe, that 


iel Thur, of as af infinitely boly and purt Rig 

we cannot in reaſon imagine, that (in the former 
of thoſe Capacities) He could remit the Puniſh- 
ment of the Breach of His own Law, without 
at leaſt ſome Satisfaction; or (in the latter) that, 
without ſome Propitiation made for Sin, He could 
accept and admit again into his Divine Pr eſence 
thoſoe who were ftained and polluted with the 
Guilt of it. Now Repentance and Reſolutions of 


better Obedience for the future, and even that bet- 


ter Obedience itſelf; are no more than doing our Du- 
ty according to the Tenour of the Law for the 
Time to come; but make no amends, and give no 


Satisfaction to the Juſtice of the Law-giver, for the 
Tranſereſſions paſt : And therefore it is but reaſon- 


able and juſt to conclude, (and that from the very 


Nature and Reaſon of Things themfelves) that 


God' granted His gracious Pardon upon certain 
Terms and Conditions, and had ſome Satisfaction made 
to his Fuſtice and Holineſs, in Conſideration where- 
of He enters into a New Covenant with Mankind, 
whereby He engages Himſelf (on their Perfor- 
mance of thoſe Conditions) to be gracious unto them, 
and their Sins and Iniquities to remember no more. 
Thus far Reaſon (mere human Reaſon) may be 
ſuppoſed to go by its own native Light ; but what 
Terms in particular the moſt Holy and Wiſe God 
will be pleaſed to inſiſt upon, before He executes 
this Covenant ; and what particular Duties He will 
require on our Part, as Conditions of our being par- 
doned and reſtored to His Favour , this human Reaſon 
can never be a competent Judge of, without the 
additional Help of Revelation to aſſiſt it: In order 
to know 7zhe Articles upon which the Treaty was 
entered into, it muſt be neceſſary to have Recour/ſe 
to the Treaty itſelf. £12] 1 
And further, as Man, who was the condemned 
Party, and ſbut up under Sin, cannot eaſily be ima- 
gined to have been able to tranſact this Affair in 


it 
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it was brought about by the Mediation and SY 
_ ceſſion of ſome other; and as no other Perſon can, 
with any Shew of Reaſon, be aſſigned for this Pur - 
poſe, ſo moſt probably by Fe/us Chriſt the Son of 
the offended God, whom Revelation has expreſly 
declared to be that Perſon, and who is therefore 
ſtyled in Holy Scripture the Mediator of a new and 
better Covenant, and the Author of Eternal Salvation 
to all them that obey him, We have this Advantage. 

therefore in the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, over and 
above what this Writer and his deluded Followers 
do or can pretend to under that of mere Nature; 
That they, when they have ſinned, (as I ſuppoſe 
he will allow me that he and all Men have done) 
have nothing elſe to rely upon for their final Hap- 
pineſfs,. but the fingle Attribute of God's uncove--: 
nanted Mercy; and this in Contradiction (as far at 
leaſt as appears to our Reaſon) to His immutable. 
Juſtice and Holineſs : Whereas we (ſuppoſing that 
the Chriſtian Covenant ſhould at laſt prove a Miſ- 
ke, as there is no Reaſon to ſuppoſe) have as 
ood Ground to hope in the Mercy of God for our 
ardon and Forgiveneſs, as they can poſſibly have; 
and fo far are fully upon a Level with them; and 
have beſide (ſuppoſing our Religion to be true) the 
unſhaken Foundation of His covenanted Faithfulneſs 
and Fuſtice to rely upon, that He will forgive us our 
Sins, and cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs : So that 
whereas their Salvation and Happineſs for ever 
depends upon only one ſingle Thread, ours is ſe- 
cured to us by a threefold Cord, which (as the wiſe 
Man expreſſes it) is not quickly broken z and there- 
fore in common Prudence and mere human Diſcre- 
tion, (if there were nothing elſe in it) the Chri- 
ſtian Religion 1s as much preferable to that of Na- 
ture, (which is all that theſe Gentlemen, any of 
them, pretend to, and it were to be wiſhed that 
they were hearty and ſincere even in that) as it is 
more eligible to have three than only one. Place of 
u to fly to in caſe of Danger. And ſo much 
may 
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may - ſuffice for an Aker to the Arguments, or 
e Arguments, which have been brought 
this Writer againſt the Reaſonableneſs of 
leving any Salvation's being procured for us, which 
was the fir} Thing propoſed under this general 
Head. I now proceed to the Second, which was 
2. Secondly, To anſwer what he has objected a- 
gainſt the particular Method of it here 7 in 
the Text, viz. Its being procured by no other than 
the Merit and Interceſf ton of Feſus Chriſt. «And here 
he argues, 1/f, That if Salvation be attainable by 
Jeſus Cr alone, Mankind muſt have been left for 
above 4000 Years, (he means from the Time of 
Sin's entring into the World to our Saviour's Ap- 
pearance) without a / Poſſibility of attaining Salvu- 
tion, which is ſo irreconcileable with the Notions 
that we have of the Goodneſs and other Attributes 
of the Divine Nature, as that it cannot be believed. 
— This Argument (which ſeems by his frequent 
Repetition of it to be another of his chief Favou- 
rites) is evidently founded upon a falſe Suppoſition, 
viz. That the Sacrifice and Expiation of our Saviour 
Blood could be of no Avail in the Sight of God toward 
bis forgiving Man's Tranſgreſſion, till the Time of 
bis actual Appearance to the World: For if that Sa- 
.crifice, in its Virtue and Efficacy, was applicable to 
all Men in all Ages of the World, as well thoſe 
who had gone before, as thoſe who followed after, 
the full Time of our Saviour's coming; then this 
Argument muſt fall to the Ground of Courſe, 
and Mankind will be ſo far from being ex- 
cluded from Salvation for above 4000 Years, (as 
this Author argues) as that all will have been ca- 
pable of it (cha not by the Merit of their own 
Works, yet by the Virtue and Efficacy of this one 
great Sacrifice) from the Time of Sin's firſt En- 
trance into the World, down to this very Day. 
And that this is really the Caſe, appears evident 
both from the Nature of ſuch Sacrifices, which were 


always looked upon as Propitiations and Attone- 
3 DIR ments 
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ments for Sins that were paf, as well as from the 


Authority of Holy Scripture, where (beſide the 


Promiſe made immediately after the Fall, of the 


Sufferings and Propitiation of Chrift, in the Merit 
of them, are repreſented as extending themſelves 


Sia of the Woman's bruiſing the Serpent's Head) the 


10 all that have ſinned, to the Sins of the World, and 


of all Mankind without Exception; and the Life 
purchas'd by Cbriſt is made as comprehenſive of all, 
as the Death brought into the World by the Sin 
of our firſt Parents, and the Continuation of it in 


their Poſterity afterwards, came alike upon all: 


And St. Paul expreſly tells us, That tho* this 


> Tim. i. Grace is now made manifeſt by the appearing of our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who has aboliſh*d Death, and 

brought Life and Immortality to Light, through 
the Goſpel ; yet that it was given us in Him before 
the World began : And this, I ſuppoſe, may be the 
Reaſon of our Saviour's being deſcribed by · be 


0 5 Revaiii.8. Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World. And 


accordingly this Doctrine, with very little Varia- 
tion, has been unanimouſly received and acknow- 
ledged by all Chriſtians, and our Saviour (as the 
Author of, Salvation for us by the Sacrifice of Him- 
elf) is uſually repreſented as the Sun of Righteou/- 
neſs, which diffuſes its healing Influence both back - 


ward and forward, and warms and cheriſhes with ' 


its enlivening Rays the Generations paſt as well as 


' thoſe to come. If our Author did not know this, and 
other Points of our Religion, which he has baſely 
miſrepreſented ; he ſhould be taught however to 
underſtand a Subject (eſpecially one of that Im- 
portance) before he writes againſt it, and takes 
Occaſion from-his own Ignorance and Blundering 
to abuſe and vilify it, leſt he ſhould fall under 
the Character of that worſt Sort of Fools, qui dam- 
nant quod non intelligunt : If he did know this, and 


yet made ſuch an Objection againſt Chriſtianity in | 


order to deceive ſome unwary People, and increaſe 
the Number of his own Diſciples and Followers; 


* 
* 


he 
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"bs lates a Namn which I do not care to 
give any Man in this Place: But really there a 
== to the ſo much of the Foo! and of ſomething 45 
his Author's Writings, as that it is hard to ſay 
- which of the two eee is Fun, in bis 
Conſtitution. 
But he proceeds fiirther; nd argues, 2dly, Thavif 
God intended that all Men ſhould be ſaved by Jeſus 
Chriſt alone, He would certainly, out of his Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, have brought all Men to the Know- 
ledge of, and Belief in Him; or at leaſt would have 
afforded. them the Opportunities of it: Whereas it 
is plain, on the contrary, that not only thoſe who 


lived before His coming, but a great Part of Mankind 
now at this Day, are left wholly deſtitute of any or- 


dinary Means of ſuch Knowledge and Belief ; and 
conſequently (if this Doctrine be allowed to be true) 
muſt be deprived of the very Means and Poſlibility - 
of Salvation. — This Objection too, as well as the for- 
mer, is plainly built upon a Suppoſition, which is far 
from being neceſſary, and which, I believe, upon 
Examination, will hardly be found to be true, viz 
-That the Merits of our Saviour for the Salvation of 
Mankind, (by Virtue of which He is ſtyled the Sa- 
viaur of the World) can be applied to thoſe only, who 
have an explicite Knowledge of and Belief in Him; for 
it will by no Means follow upon any other Suppoſi- 


tion, That if God will have all Men to be ſaved by 
. Jeſus Chrift, and no other Way; therefore all muſt 


be brought to the Knowledge of and Faith in Him. 


For the better underſtanding of this, give me leave 


to obſerve, that thewhole QEconomy of our Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt may be conſidered by us under two 
different Lights, either as an A of Grace and Fa- 
vour only on the Part of God; or, as a Covenant re- 
-quiring ſuch and ſuch Conditions to be performed on 
Man's Part, upon his Performance of which God 
has promiſed and engaged Himſelf to ſhew him that 


Grace and Favour, Of theſe Conditions, (or Means 


Mm obtaining Grace) Faith in, and confeſſing of, Jos 
il n H oy 
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our Lord, ate 3 ſome of the Prind- 
and accordingly neceſſary to any Man's having a a 
al and * Title to that Life and Salvation, 

Aich in that Covenant is ſtipulated by Jeſus Chriſt. 

- Thoſe therefore who do not, or cannot arrive at 
the Performance of theſe, or other Conditions of the 
© Covenant; cannot challenge indeed the Faithfulneſs 
and Fuſtice of God, nor claim Life as due to them in 
Virtue of a Covenant which they are not admitted 
into; (and this, I ſuppoſe, may have been really the 
Meaning of thoſe Divines, who deny Salvation to all 
- indifcriminately who are out of the Pale of the 
Church, meaning Covenanted Salvation, it being their 
neſs only to explain the Conditions of the Chri- 
ian Covenant) but that therefore all thoſe who are 
out of the Covenant, (and unavoidably ſo) are exclu- 
from all Manner and Degree of Salvation, and 
by any Endeavours in the Ways of Virtue 
— Religion, according to the beſt of their rational 
Powers, and the beſt Uſe of thoſe Means and Op- 
portunities which God has afforded them, be ſo 
much as proper Objects of His uncovenanted Grace 
and Mercy, and have their Sins forgiven them in Vir- 
tue of that Sacrifice which our Saviour made of Him- 
ſelf to take away Mens Sins: This 1s what I confeſs 
I can ſee no Neceſſity for, nor can I conceive ſuch a 
1 Notion to do any Honour to the Merit of our Savi- 
=YW our's Sacrifice in —— Sight of God; ſince every thing 
that is valued for its Goodneſs, and contributing to 
the Happineſs of Mankind (and conſequently his 
Sacrifice) is always to be eſteemed either more or 
leſs valuable in Proportion to its greater or leſſer 
Diffuſiveneſs. 

In ſhort, how God will deal with thoſe who have 
had the Goſpel Covenant abundantly propos'd to them 
is ſufficiently plain from the Revelation of His Will 
as contained in the New Teſtament; but what He 
will do out of His ancovenanted Mercy, in Conſidera- 
tion of Chriſt's Sacrifice, with thoſe to whom He has 
not vouchſafed eſa cw neither I, "we 
5 this 


1 Author, nor r * So living has an 
Right to determine. Theſe are ſecret Things of G 
which belong to God alone; whereas the Things that are. 
revealed, only belong to us and our Children. He may 
ſhew His Juſtice and Mercy to His Creatures in a 
thouſand different Ways, and a thouſand different; 
which are to us unknown, and muſt always % 
be ſo, unleſs He pleaſe to reveal them to us; and one 
cannot, without Horror, (as this Author elſewhere 
expreſſes it) think of impious Wretches breaking thro? - 
all Rules of Modeſty, to ſet up. for Standards of Truth 
for God as well as Man. We cannot find the Depth 
of. the Heart of Man, (as it is well expreſſed in the 


Apocryphal Book of Judith) neither can ue perceive Ch. viii. 
the Things which He tbinteth; how then can we ſcarch ver. 14. 5 4 


out God who has made all theſ Things, and know His 
Mind, or comprehend His Purpoſe ? Thus much how-- | 
ever we are ſure of in general, that the Judge of all 


the Earth, will do nothing but what is right by any 


of His Creatures; and though His Ways may not be 
as our Ways, nor His Thoughts as our Thoughts, yet we 
know that He will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


ment unto the People.” In the mean time, it highly con- 
cerns all of us, to whom God has vouchſafed the Re- 
velation of His Will, and afforded the Means of 
Grace and Opportunities of being admitted into the 
New Covenant, to take care that we do not, out of 
any corrupt Principle, rejef? the Counſel of God againſt 
ourſelves; that there be not in any of us an evil Heart 
of [nbelief to depart from the Living God: For though 
we do not know (ſince he has no where told us) how 
God will deal with thoſe who have not had theſe 
Advantages; yet we do know, both from the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing, and the expreſs Teſtimony of 
Scripture, That the Servant who did know his Maſter*s 
Vill, (and the ſame is true of thoſe who might and 
ought to have known it) and prepared not himſelf, nei- 
tber did according to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many 
"Stripes Whatever may be the Condition of the Pa- 

\ H 2 gan 


(as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it) and miniſter true Fudę- Plal. ix. 8 Y 
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gan World, whoſe Ears were . thy 


Sound of the Goſpeb;- their Condition certainly is 
in the higheſt Degree dangerous, who have made 
_ themſelkies Pagans, and renounce the Faith in, and 
Eo of r Chriſt, even in tho mid 
# 3dly, 1 all take Notice only of one Ohjeion (or 
rather Cavil) more, which I meet with in our Au- 
thor againſt ibis particular Method of Salvation, by the 
Sacrifice and Interceffion of Jeſus Chriſt, via. That 
God never took any Delight at all 9 
and Sacrifices, (which, in his declaiming Way, he 
calls burning tbe Harmleſi and Innocent to — 
ful ;) and confe much leſs could He be de- 
lighted with, and accept of, the Sacrifice of his own 
Son in our Nature; and that the Notion of applying 
ourfelves to God by a Mediator, muſt denote, that 
either God muft be ignorant of ſomething, which this 
Mediator is to ſuggeſt to Him; or that He mi be 
unwilling to do ſomething, which this Mediator by 
His Importunities is to prevail upon Him to do a- 
gainſt His Will; and fo neceſſarily f es Godei- 
ther to be grau, or weak, or not fo ready aud Wil- 
lia as He might be of Himfelf to do Good to His 
Creatures. That God never took any Delight in 
thoſe Fhings for tbeir own Sakes, or upon account of 
any Virtue ——— in themſelves; nay, that He 
expreſſed a downright Diſtike to them, when they 
were either offered-with polluted Hands, or Men depen- 
ded: tos much upon their Virtue and Efficacy, or the 
like; I readily acknowledge: But that therefore He 
dict not like them, as they were ſuch proper Acknow- 
ledgements as Men were able to make of their Depen- 
dance upon Him, and Thankfalneſs to Him as the Gi- 
ver and Beſtower of all upon them; as expreſſive of 
their being ſenſible that they had trangrefled His 
Laws, and deſerved that Death in their own Perſons, 
which was repreſented by the Death of ſome of thoſe: 
Creatures which He had given them; or as Figures 
4nd ee eee of that one great Sacrifice - 2 
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| Reaſons too long to be here 1 


ceptance of them, upon 
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3 of 2 World, but Am fu, 
offered in the Fulneſs of Fime ; or for ſeveral other 
om Eſay, that 
God could not be pleaſed with them for ſome of 
thefe or the like Reaſons, this I'peremptorily den 
and I ſhall leave it with our Author (who. takes 
upon himſeif as if he was thoroughly acquainted} 
with: the Divine Nature) to ſhew' that God's Ac- 
theſe or forne other Ae- 
counts, is inconſiſtent with any of thoſe Attributes 
which, are acknowledged to belong to Him; or that 
Mankind's offering them, with thoſe or the like 
Views, was ae, with natural Reaſon; or 
any of thoſe Relations wherein: they Rand. to God, 
to other Men, or themſel ves. 

For what wiſe Reaſons God ident this Me- 
thod, of giving up bis own Son to be a Ranſom for all, 
and accepting of Him only to be an expiatory Sacri- 
2 for the Sins of the World, and without his Bloods 

ta grant Man no Ramiſſion, as He has no where told 
me, fo (I readily confeſs) I do not preſume to know 
bur as He hath exprefly aflured me, that He has 


done it, ſo I can readily believe it without being able 


— ade ticular Reaſons for it. There are 
7 things done by our cart bly Gevernours, which 
and know to be true, for which yet 


| i ge to aſſign any proper Reaſon; but the 
Prince and thoſe who are immediately employed un- 


der him (we think it but Modeſty to ſuppoſe) can: 
And furely it is as reaſonable and fitting for us to 
ſuppoſe, that the Governour of the Univerſe may 
have great and weighty Reaſons for His Methods of 
Proceedings, though we, who are at a Diſtance and 
do not —_ about His Throne, may not be able to 
account for them: And the contrary Practice ſeems 
to proceed from a ſort of Vanity, of affecting to have 
it thought that we are of the Privy- Council ef Heaven, 
and conſequently that if ſuch or fuch a thing had been 


dong there, we muſt needs have. known.iz, and been 
2 2 et 
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tet into the e 


„ opening 10 owl oe 
Advocate or I it is ſo as hardly 


n Notice ſhould be taken of it. His 
it proves any thing at all, proves a 
eat deal more ( will not ſay than what was intended 
the Author, but a great deal more) than it appears 
him to have been produced to prove: For when 
Men apply themſelves to God immediately in their 
own Perſons, or in the collective Body of a Congregation, 
for the Relief of their Wants, or che Pardon of their 
Offences; when they pour out their Complaints (as the 
Plalmiſt ſpeaks) bore Him, and tell bim of their Tr: 
bles ; does not this as much ſuppoſe Him tobe igno- 
rant or weak, or not ready and willing of Himſelf to to 
relieve them, as when they do the ſame Things 
the Tnterpoſal of another ? If this therefore be a ſi 
cient Reaſon for Mens not applying to the Divine 
Majeſty by an Interceſſor, it is as much a Reaſon why 
they ſhould make no Prayers or Supplications at all 10 
Him, either publick or private, but ſhould leave God 
to Himſelf to do as He thinks fit, for fear leſt they 
ſhould reflect on Him either as not knowing their 
Wants, or elſe not willing and good-natur'd — to 
relieve them: or ſo weak, as to be prevailed upon by 
Mens Cries and Importunities to do otherwiſe than 
what He originally intended. Whether this Author. 
intended his Argument to be carried thus far or not, 
I cannot determine; but from the Practices and De- 
clarations of ſome who affect to be called Men of 
Free-thinking, I am apt to believe he did: For tho? 
= Pag. 116. he tells us himſelf ! in another Place, That it is the 
Voice of Nature that God ſhould be publickly wor ſhip- 
ped; yet (as he beſt knows whether he duly attends 
that publick Worſhip or not; ſo) ſome of his Abet- 
tors both ſpeak and act otherwiſe, and can by no. 
Means approve of what they call (in their ingenious 
way of expreſſing themſelves) te ſerving of God in 


Crouds. 


Is, when I ſee him, or any of his Diſciples, 
upon 
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Nature, if they do not leave him wholly to himſelf ,andh 
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8 | * 
| | Place, or fear of any Fu- 


I [OR ny 

upon the want of any good 
niſhment, refuſing to apply by paper Perſons to his 
Majeſty, for the obtaining of the one, ot eſcaping of 
the other, for this <veighty Reaſon, Leſt they ſhould 


reflect upon his Knowledge, his Wiſdom, or Goodneſs 


free Uſe of bis own Benevolence, I will promiſe to begin _ 
to think there is ſomething in this Argument; but 


till that time I muſt beg leave to be of Opinion, and 
to tell theſe Gentlemen, that Prayers, and Supplica- 


tions, and Cryings to God, whether publick or pri- 3 " | 


vate, whether by ourſelves, or by a Mediator, are not 
intended to ſuggeſt to Him any thing that He does not 


know, nor to win upon his Weakneſs by our Complaints 
or Importunities, nor denote or ſuppoſe any want of 
Goodneſs in Him (as this Author would have us ima- 
- gine 3) but are ſo many ſolemn Declarations and Ac- 
knowledgments of our own continual Needs and Neceſs 
ities, of our Weakneſs and Inability to help and re- 
lieve ourſelves ; for which Reaſon we apply ourſelves 


in the beſt Manner that we can, and (as the Pſalmiſt 


expreſſes it) get us to the Lord right humbly, as an Ac- 


knowledgment on our Part of his being every where 


1 to hear our Prayers, and always able and wil- 
ing to relieve our Wants; and of our entire Depen- 

dance upon Him and Him alone for ſuch Relief; 
and ſo they are proper Acts whereby to expreſs our 
Humility and Submiſſiun to Almighty God, and to ſet 
forth His Honour and Glory, which by the Law of Na- 
ture and Reaſon itſelf, as well as by the Tenour of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, conſidered as Creatures we are 


| obliged to do to our infinitely holy and good Creator. 


Thus have I gone through what I propos'd in this 
Diſcourſe, and have endeavoured to explain and eſta- 
bliſh the Doctrine contained · in the Words of my 
Text; and to anſwer the Cavils and Objections that 
have been brought againſt it, particularly by a late 
Writer, who has rendered himſelf conſiderable e- 


Nough to be publickly taken notice of, for no other 


Reaſon that I am able to imagine, but for his more, 
* | 5 + me 2 . than 
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| OO ROO, that they may walk Sciirely W chi. 
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mould call them to that Office) in the Midſt of 2 
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| it Mey. may be able to diſcover xfie empty Fallaties 


And captions Artifices of ſome wicked and ungodh 7? 
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ae of Thinking, 


'bably be too often encounter d with ĩm this W Sac: 
Wai they would not however be too confident of their 
own Judginents, nor lean too much to their own Un- 


. Rerſtindings; but adviſe with (eſpecia 


ly in Matters 


of great Importance) and be directed by Men of ma- 
_ fairer Age and greater Experience in the World, be- 


- foie they entirely give up their Aſſent: And above 
An, That hy ſerious and earneſt Prayer theywweuld _ 
| Atkhowkedge their on Inſufficiency, and call in the 
Aids and Achiſtante of God's Holy” 
und direct them! into the Knowledge of His Truth; 
char | they may not be as Children fe the Apo- 
Mes Werde tofſed to and fro, and cartied about with- 
every nun Dottrine, by the Slig bt e Man andittomning 
RR ** Grafting; whereby they lie in wait lo deceive pager > 
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